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The ABCs of Second Grade 
 

A is for All about the 2nd Grade Team 
We have developed a fabulous second grade teaching team.  Please feel free to call or email any 
of us whenever you have questions or concerns throughout the year.   
 
I am Candy Wellins, your child’s general education (reading, writing, math, science and social 
studies) teacher.  I have a B.A. in journalism and speech communication and a M.Ed. in literacy 
education.  This is my seventh year teaching.  I have previously taught kindergarten, first and 
second grade classes in Nevada, Washington and here at AJA.   
 
Our contact information: 
 
Candy Wellins, General Studies 
candy.wellins@austinjewishacademy.org 
 
Orit Yehezkel-Ruiz, Hebrew and Judaic Studies 
oit.yehezkel-ruiz@austinjewishacademy.org 
 
Rick Brody, Judaic Studies 
rick.brody@austinjewishacademy.org 
 
Sara Kaye, Art & Music 
sara.kaye@austinjewishacademy.org 
 
Rachael Stavchansky, Drama 
rachael.stavchansky@austinjewishacademy.org 
 
Anna Bull, PE 
anna.bull@austinjewishacademy.org 
 
Claudia Gibson, Librarian 
claudia.gibson@austinjewishacademy.org 
 
Michele Rosen, Technology 
michele.rosen@austinjewishacademy.org 
 
Esther Rosner Sokoloff, Learning Lab Specialist 
esther.rosner@austinjewishacademy.org 
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B is for Behavior  
Students are expected to have great behavior in class.  During our first week of school, we 
discussed our expectations for behavior.  As a class these are the expectations we agreed to work 
under.   

1. Show respect  
2. Be nice. 
3. Be appropriate. 
4. Do your best. 
5. Follow all school rules. 

 
When students follow these expectations and use good character in the classroom (i.e. sharing, 
taking turns, being a friend, listening), I recognize them verbally.  At times, I also reward them 
by asking them to move their clip on our behavior board.  Our behavior board is a rocket ship 
that counts down from 10-1.  After your child has moved a clip 10 times, he or she is rewarded 
by blasting off and picking a small toy or new school supply from the treasure box.   
 
When a student behaves inappropriately in the classroom, he or she is given an immediate 
warning to change the behavior.  Students who continue to act inappropriately will be redirected 
to another activity or seat.  Sometimes, students need time to think about their behavior.  In these 
instances, students are asked to take a timeout away from the rest of the class until they are ready 
to behave appropriately.  In rare cases, students are sent to an administrator if they are exhibiting 
extreme or dangerous behavior. 
 
C is for Curriculum 
You can find detailed information on second grade learning expectations at the following 
website: http://www.tea.state.tx.us/teks/grade/Second_Grade.pdf 
 
D is for Drama 
Second grade students attend Drama weekly until winter break.  Throughout their time in drama 
class, students are examining characters and situations from story books through a dramatic lens.  
Students work to analyze illustrations and text, create improvisations, and explore characters 
through tableaux and in-role discussions.  An emphasis is placed on understanding characters’ 
emotional lives and decisions when faced with personal challenges.  At the end of the course, 
there will be an open classroom day for parents to observe part of the process-based story 
exploration that students have been participating in. 
 
D is also for Diverse Learners 
The Diverse Learner Program provides support to K-8th grade students in three primary areas. 
The first includes children who have a demonstrated learning need and require either a 
modification or an accommodation in order to successfully engage the curriculum. Students 
attend on a regular basis until such time as the support is no longer necessary to be successful in 
the classroom. Parents are involved in the decision to have their child receive this support and 
are provided with regular updates as to their child’s progress.  
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The second component of the Diverse Learner program involves supporting our English 
Language Learners (ELL). These students, for whom English is a second or subsequent 
language, receive support in English language acquisition that allows them to move towards 
integration into an English-speaking school environment. Studies have shown that immersion is 
a very powerful approach for second language development. At AJA, ELL students have the 
benefit of both immersion as well as individual or small group instruction.  
 
The third component of the Diverse Learner program involves serving our Advanced Learners.  
This piece is designed to meet the needs of children who need more enrichment than what is 
being provided in the classroom.  The goal of the Advanced Learner Program is to create 
challenges for these students in their area(s) of interest through enrichment.  Students have the 
opportunity to extend the projects done in the Learning Lab to their own home and classroom 
when time allows.  Homework maybe provided in place of regular class assignments. 
 
The learning lab teacher will also work very closely with other teachers and specialists to support 
specific students’ needs. Usually the learning lab teacher will work with small groups.��
 
E is for Each day’s schedule 
 

  Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs 
7:45 AM 8:00 AM Homeroom   
8:00 AM 8:45 AM Math 
8:45 AM 10:30 AM Language Arts (Drama every Monday until Jan.) 

10:30 AM 11:15 AM Language Arts (M), PE (T,W) Community Service (Th) 
11:15 AM 11:45 AM Lunch 
11:45 AM 12:15 PM Recess (M,T,W), Torah Service (Th) 
12:15 PM 12:30 PM T’Fillah (M,T,W), Recess (Th) 
12:30 PM 1:15 PM Science/Social Studies 
1:15 PM 2:00 PM Hebrew 
2:00 PM 2:45 PM Tech (M), Library (T), Music/Art (W, Th) 
2:45 PM 3:30 PM Judaics 

  Friday 
7:45 AM 8:00 AM Homeroom 
8:00 AM 9:15 AM Math 
9:15 AM 11:00 AM Language Arts 

11:00 AM 11:45 AM Science/Social Studies 
11:45 AM 12:15 AM Lunch 
12:15 AM 12:45 PM Recess 
12:45 PM 1:30 PM Hebrew 
1:30 PM 2:15 PM Technology 
2:15 PM 2:45 PM Kabbalat Shabbat 
2:45 PM 3:00 PM Homeroom 
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F is for Field Trips 
We will be going on field trips this year that enhance learning experiences happening in the 
classroom.  Parent chaperones/drivers will be needed for these trips. Please look for field trip 
updates throughout the year.   
 
G is for Giving Back   
Second graders will be learning important middot (Jewish values) through a community service 
class we will have each Thursday.  In this class, students will learn important character skills 
through projects that benefit others.  I will be working closely with the specialist teachers and 
other community members to create meaningful projects that allow students to have a positive 
impact on their world.  If you have a project idea that you think would be beneficial for the 
students to participate in, please contact me so that we can discuss details.   
  
H is for Homework 
Second grade students have purple homework folders that need to be returned to school each 
day.  Homework is assigned on Monday-Thursday evenings.  Homework is not assigned on 
weekends or over Jewish holidays.   
 
Homework is review work that students should be able to do independently at home.  If your 
child is struggling with doing the work independently, please let the appropriate teacher know 
(depending on the assignment) as soon as possible so we can help.   
 
General studies homework will feature four components: a reading log, spelling practice, math 
review and an occasional special project.   
 
Students should read for a minimum of 15 minutes each night.  Students need to record their 
minutes read and sign their reading logs each night.  Parents should also sign the reading log 
each night.  During this reading time, students may read any kind of material (picture book, 
chapter book, newspaper, magazine, comic book, etc).  Also, reading time may be spent reading 
to oneself, reading out loud to a parent or sibling or being read to by someone else. 
 
Spelling words will be sent out each Monday.  Students will have practice assignments Monday-
Wednesday nights.  On Thursday evenings, students should take a practice test at home.  
Students will have an in-class test on Fridays.   
 
Math review assignments will come from our Everyday Math curriculum.  Math reviews (called 
Homelinks) will directly relate to what was taught in math class that day.  Students should be 
able to complete assignments on their own. 
 
Occasionally special projects will be assigned for homework.  These special projects may require 
more parent help (finding resources and materials, etc.).  I will give you advance notice and 
specific directions for these assignments.   
 
I is for “I NEED to go!” 
Students may use the bathrooms anytime I am not teaching.  Only one student may be in the 
bathroom at any one time.  Children are expected to be responsible citizens in the hallways and 
bathrooms and return to class promptly.   
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J is for Judaics (and H is for Hebrew) 
In Second grade Judaics we will be focusing on the study of different events within the cyclical, 
Jewish year.  Students will be learning about the Jewish calendar and its connection with both 
the lunar and solar cycles. Each student will be creating his own personal Jewish calendar and in 
it he or she will record what he has learned about the special holidays/events that take place 
during each month. In addition, the students will be entering personal information to their 
calendar so that they feel more connected to the Jewish calendar. Our study will enable students 
to understand the process in which a new moon was sighted and declared holy by the Sanhedrin 
(the high Jewish court) during the Second Temple period. 
 
Moreover, students will focus on life cycle events such as the B’rit Milah (ritual circumcision), 
Bar/Bat- Mitzvah, confirmation, Chupah (Jewish wedding) and Mavet (death). As we learn about 
these important milestones the students will be able to enter more information into their personal 
calendar to tell about their families and themselves. 
 
Our special educational program for this year is Rosh Chodesh (The New Month Celebration) 
and falls in the middle of the school year, in January.  More information about this special night 
will be given as we approach the scheduled date for the celebration. 
 
Our Torah study will focus on the reading of the book in a yearly cycle. Our essential questions 
will be: Why is it important to read the same book each year? What kinds of lessons can be 
learned from the Torah? Why is it helpful to re-learn these lessons every year? 
 
The study of the modern state of Israel will mainly focus on its geography and topography. We 
will also zoom in on some of its major cities and famous historical sites. Our materials will be 
mainly from Torah Aura production and Behrman House. 
 
Hebrew 
In Hebrew, students will strengthen their listening, speaking, reading and writing skills so they 
can become fluent. AJA has just adopted two new curriculums (Chaverim B’ivrit and Nitzanim) 
for the teaching of Hebrew as a second language. Both curriculums are highly acclaimed and 
used widely across North America. To meet our children’s needs, and in accord with our 
differentiation philosophy, both curriculums will be used interchangeably. From time to time, we 
will also supplement these curriculums with teacher generated materials. 
  
Homework may be assigned in either Hebrew or Judaics on any weekday (except for Fridays), 
and as needed; please review your child’s purple folder with him/her daily. Homework will 
always be a review of what was taught in class.  Therefore, your child should be able to do it 
independently. If that is not the case, please return the assignment with a short note letting us 
know that your child needed some support. All homework will be sent home in the same purple 
folder used for General Studies work. 
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K is for Keeping in Touch 
I value having clear, open communication with my students and their parents.  If you every have 
any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. The best way to reach me is via 
email.  I will respond to email sent during the school week within 24 hours.  
 
 candy.wellins@austinjewishacademy.org 

 
During class time, my first priority is to give the children my undivided attention.  If you have 
something you would like to discuss with me, please send a note to school, call or email so I can 
set up a conference time.  If your child is sick and will not be attending school, or will be late 
due to a medical/dental appointment, please call the office (735-8350).  
 
If you have an urgent message or an emergency and need to reach me or your child during the 
day, please call the office.   
 
L is for Language Arts 
Students will develop and learn a variety of skills in our daily 105 minute language arts block.  
Here are some of the activities that they will do:   
 

·  Reader’s Workshop:  In addition to learning how to decode new words, students will 
learn important comprehension skills like making connections, questioning, inferring and 
summarizing through daily read alouds, mini lessons and guided practice.  There will also 
be time for independent reading and sharing. 

·  Writer’s Workshop:  Students will develop a variety of writing techniques as they explore 
their own ideas in different writing genres. 

·  Shared reading:  Students gain greater knowledge about reading and writing from shared 
texts we read and discuss together.   

·  Interactive Writing:  Students work together to create writing that reflects learning going 
on in our classroom.   

·  Test preparation:  Students take practice reading assessments to prepare them for future 
standardized testing formats.   

·  Spelling and word study:  Students have weekly spelling and word study practice to 
become more proficient readers and writers.   

·  Handwriting:  Students practice good posture, pencil grip and penmanship to become 
better communicators.   

·  Chapter book discussion:  Students listen and discuss teacher-read chapter books.  
Students will get to dramatize some stories.   

 
M is for Music (and A is for Art) 
In Second grade, the students will have an opportunity to expand on their already-learned basic 
artistic and musical skills. They will continue to work on the recorder, as well as learn to use bar 
instruments such as the xylophone and glockenspiel through the Orff technique.  They will study 
famous artists and learn new techniques to create thoughtful projects in each artist’s style.  While 
learning about artists of different eras, they will learn about important musicians from the same 
time period.  They will learn the instruments that make up an orchestra, study dynamics, tempo, 
and musical notes, and understand how to review a performance.  They will also be singing and 
dancing to Jewish music, as well as modern Israeli music.   
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M is also for Math 
I stress the importance of mathematical understanding, reasoning, communication and 
vocabulary in second grade.  Students are challenged to explain their thinking, justify their 
answers and expand their ideas.  Students must show their work on all math assignments.  This 
year we will be using the Everyday Math curriculum. 
 
On Fridays, students will have a 30-minute block to play math games that reinforce skills learned 
throughout the week.   
 
Students will be assessed through teacher observations, self assessments, oral and slate responses 
and traditional written exams.   
 
We have 12 units of study this year.  They are: 

·  Numbers and Routines 
·  Addition and Subtraction Facts 
·  Place Value, Money and Time 
·  Addition and Subtraction Strategies 
·  3-D and 2-D Shapes 
·  Whole-Number Operations and Number Stories 
·  Patterns and Rules 
·  Fractions 
·  Measurement 
·  Decimals and Place Value 
·  Whole-Number Operations Revisited 
·  Year-End Reviews and Extensions 

 
N is for nutrition 
We take a snack break every morning during our language arts block.  Students may bring a 
healthy snack from home to eat at this time.  Snacks need to be put inside our class snack basket 
by 8am each morning to avoid disruptions later in the day.  Because of special dietary needs, no 
one is allowed to share snacks.   
 
Per school rules, lunches must not contain meat.   
 
O is for organizational skills 
It is important that second graders learn to become independent and responsible citizens.   
 
You can help your child by reminding him/her to practice these skills: 

·  Check your backpack each morning for necessary supplies (homework folder, snack and 
lunch are needed daily). 

·  Check your backpack at the end of the day.  Do you have everything you need to go 
home?  

·  Pull out your reading log each night as you read.  Sign it immediately after reading.   
·  Check your homework twice and make sure it is neat.  Turn it in promptly when it’s due.     
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P is for PE 
Austin Jewish Academy’s physical education curriculum provides a comprehensive program 
from kindergarten through 8th grade, with a strong emphasis on movement development, sport 
specific skills, teamwork and promoting a physically active lifestyle. 
 
 The primary objectives are: 

·  To instill a joy for physical fitness in each child that can be continued throughout their 
life 

·  To develop coordination, strength, flexibility, and endurance 
·  To provide opportunities for leadership, sportsmanship, and team building 
·  To develop the basic skills that later can be used in individual and team sports 
·  To develop a sense of fair play and cooperation in children and the ability to work in 

groups 
·  To provide opportunities for integration of P.E. with other subject areas: language art, 

math, social studies, science, health, music, and art 
 
The Physical Education Program is designed to meet the needs of all students. Emphasis will be 
placed on sportsmanship, cooperation, teamwork, listening skills, safety, basic movement, 
rhythmic movement, and creative movement.  
 
Some of the activities your children will be exposed to are: ball handling skills, perceptual motor 
skills, fitness activities, basic fitness concepts, jump rope for heart, marathon for kids, and 
teamwork promoting games. 
 
Expectations for 2nd Grade 
Students will be able to: 

�  Move backwards and change direction quickly and safely without falling. 
�   Jump and land, using a combination of one and two foot take-off and landings 
�   Throw a ball hard, demonstrating an overhand technique, a side orientation, and 

opposition as well as catch many different types of balls. 
�  Demonstrate basic dribbling with hands and feet. 
�  Work well as a team and demonstrate good sportsmanship as well as cooperation 

skills. 
�  Identify the benefits of regular physical activity. 
�  Follow all class rules and behavior expectations. 

 
By stressing the rewards of physical activity, behaviors can be developed that last a life time. 
The majority of activities for the second graders are designed to have them work in teams and 
promote their physical fitness using non-competitive games, and to develop their knowledge and 
skills used in many different sports. 
 
Q is for Quick!  School’s about to begin.   
School begins at 8:00am each day.  Students may assemble in the MPR beginning at 7:30am.  I 
will pick up students at 7:50 so they can drop off their backpacks, get out their snacks and return 
their homework folders before class begins at 8am.  Any students arriving after 8am will need to 
get a tardy slip from the office before coming to class.   
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R is for Reading at the Library 
Second graders have library class once weekly. They are encouraged to check out books from the 
library’s fiction and non-fiction collection for one week. In second grade library, we review, 
reinforce and expand upon previously learned library skills, including the parts of a book, the 
difference between fiction and non-fiction, and how to find and choose a book from the library’s 
print collection. Students explore in depth the Dewey Decimal categories for non-fiction books 
and are exposed to quality children’s works and authors through weekly readings and related 
activities. Students are familiarized with our extensive Judaic collection through readings of 
bible stories, folk tales, holiday themed books and fiction with Judaic content. Students are also 
taught how to use the library’s Athena online card catalog to find books, and they may borrow up 
to two books from the library.  Whenever possible, library lessons are coordinated with 
curriculum content.  
 
S is for Science and Social Studies 
Students will learn about a variety of social studies and science topics through hands-on 
investigations, research projects, field trips, books, movies and writing projects.  Listed below 
are the units of study for the year: 
 
Science     Social Studies: 
Science safety     Map skills 
Scientific process    All About Me 
States of Matter    Community needs 
Balance and motion    Community jobs 
Living vs. non living    U.S. Constitution 
Water cycle     Columbus Day 
Oceans      Veterans Day 
Dental Health     Thanksgiving 
      Family traditions 
      Martin Luther King, Jr. 
      Presidents 
      National symbols 
       
T is for technology 
“To live, learn, and work successfully in an increasingly complex and information-rich society, 
students must be able to use technology effectively.”  At AJA, our goal is that technology will 
enable students to become: 

·  Capable information technology users  
·  Information seekers, analyzers, and evaluators  
·  Problem solvers and decision makers  
·  Creative and effective users of productivity tools  
·  Communicators, collaborators, publishers, and producers  
·  Informed, responsible, and contributing citizens  

To ensure that this occurs, AJA uses the newly updated (6/2007) National Educational 
Technology Standards for Students (NETS•S), which can be accessed at the following site: 
http://www.iste.org/Content/NavigationMenu/NETS/ForStudents/2007Standards/NETS_for_Stu
dents_2007.htm. 
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Technology will be integrated into the other curricular areas when appropriate.   
 
Sample second grade activities may include: 

·  Creative writing using MS Word 
·  Showing science connections using Kidspiration 
·  Designing multimedia presentations 
·  Making organized lists and charts in math using MS Excel 
·  Geocaching 
 

U is for us 
We are together almost 1/3 of the day—that is a long time considering how much of the day is 
spent sleeping.  I consider our classroom a second family.  For us to be a happy family, we must 
all get along.  Please encourage your child to treat his or her school family respectfully—this 
includes all teachers and students.   
 
V is for volunteers 
Volunteers in the classroom are encouraged and welcomed!  The entire class benefits from 
strong parental involvement.  You are an integral part of your child’s learning experience and we 
value you!  If you are interested in helping in the class, there are many opportunities to do so.  
You may sign up to be a regular classroom volunteer (ie weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, etc), a 
helper for special activities & projects, party planner and/or helper, field-trip chaperone, and 
more!  Please let me know what works for you by filling out the parent volunteer sheet.   
  
If you are unable to help in the classroom, you can also help at home.  Please let me know if you 
are interested in working on special projects at home and I will alert you to special projects as 
they come up.   
 
W is for website 
Please check out our website www.austinjewishacademy.org for up-to-date information about 
our school and special events.   
 
X is for eXtremely eXciting things 
Toys and birthdays are both extremely exciting things.  However, toys must stay at home unless 
there is special permission given to bring them to school.  If a toy is out in the classroom, 
students get one warning to put it in a backpack.  If the toy is out a second time, it is put in the 
June Box.  The June Box is a safe-keeping place for toys until the last day of school.  Toys may 
only be taken out earlier if a parent meets for a conference before or after school.   
 
Birthdays are special days.  On (or as close to as possible) your child’s birthday, we will play a 
special song in class.  Birthday students receive a sticker and picture book to take home.  The 
rest of the class will also make a book of birthday wishes for the birthday child.  In order to be 
fair to all students, parties are not allowed at school.  This also means parents may not bring 
cupcakes or any other treats to school for a child’s birthday.  Thank you for helping to support 
this policy. 
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Y is for Yikes! I’m cold and Yowza! I’m hot! 
The temperature in our room (and outside) changes frequently.  Please make sure your child has 
appropriate clothing for all occasions.  Light sweaters or jackets are nice when the AC is running 
inside on a hot day.  Likewise extra clothing may be needed for outside play in the winter 
months.   
 
Z is for ZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ 
Sleep is very important for growing brains and bodies.  Please make sure your child is getting 
enough each night.  


