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Welcome to the 2009-2010 School year. The follgnuga general overview of what you can
expect this year in third grade.

The Third Grade Team

The best way to reach any of your child’s teacigels email. You can also leave a phone
message at 512-735-8350.

Teacher bios can be found on the AJA website: wwstiajewishacademy.org

llene Novy,General Studies
llene.novy@austinjewishacademy.org

Orit Yehezkel-RuizHebrew
orit.yehezkel-ruiz@austinjewishacademy.org

Rabbi Rick Brody,Judaics
rick.brody@austinjewishacademy.org

Sara KayeArt & Music
sara.kaye@austinjewishacademy.org

Anna Bull,PE
anna.bull@austinjewishacademy.org

Rachael Stavchanskirama
rachael.stavchansky@austinjewishacademy.org

Claudia Gibsonl.ibrarian
claudia.gibson@austinjewishacademy.org

Michele RosenTechnology
michele.rosen@austinjewishacademy.org

Esther Rosner Sokoloff,earning Lab Specialist
esther.rosner@austinjewishacademy.org
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3'9 Grade Schedule

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs

7:45 AM 8:00 AM Homeroom
8:00 AM | 8:45 AM | Language Arts
8:45AM | 9:30 AM | PE (M,Th), Library (Tu), Music/Art (W)
9:30 AM | 10:15 AM | Language Arts
10:15 AM | 10:30 AM | T'Fillah (M,Tu,W), Recess (Th)
10:30 AM | 11:15 AM | Hebrew
11:15 AM | 11:45 AM | Lunch
11:45 AM | 12:15 PM | Recess (M,Tu,W), Torah Service (Th)
12:15PM | 1:15PM | Math
1:15PM | 2:00 PM | General Studies (M,Tu,W), Tech (Th), Drama (M) 1st sem
2.00PM | 2:45PM | Judaics
2:45PM | 3:30 PM | Science / Social Studies
Friday
7:45 AM | 8:15 AM | Homeroom
8:00 AM | 9:30 AM | Language Arts
9:30 AM | 10:15 AM | Music/Art
10:15 AM | 11:00 AM | Technology
11:00 AM | 11:45 AM | Hebrew
11:45 AM | 12:15 PM | Lunch
12:15 PM | 12:45 PM | Recess
12:45 PM | 1:30 PM | Science / Social Studies
1.30PM | 2:15PM | Math
2:15PM | 2:45PM | Kabbalat Shabbat
2.45PM | 3:00 PM | Homeroom
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Classroom Procedures/Expectations:
Homework:

The purpose of homework is two-fold:
1) to practice essential skills learned in school
2) to help foster a sense of personal respongibilit

Students will have a maximum of 40 minutes of homdwWlonday through Thursday. They
will bring all homework assignments home in theantework folders daily. All work is due the
following day unless otherwise stated. Each assemnt will be recorded in their personal
planners. Examples of typical assignments anedystg individual “Words To Learn,” Spelling
Take-Home Tasks, Math Home Links, Reading Respandedther subject-specific projects.
Once a month students will have an integrated mprdfect which will be due at the end of the
month. More details to come! If students considyeiake more than 40 minutes to complete
homework, please let me know.

Grades:
Grades will be based on several things: homewsslgaments (turned in on time), class
projects, in-class assessments and class partozipat

Study Tours/Field Trips:

Field trips are an exciting way to make learningeangible and hands-on. When a logical
connection can be made, we will take our learnimigide of our classroom walls. Some
potential trips for the spring may include: Audback Tours, State Capital, and Austin
American Statesman.

Ways to Help At Home:
Talk with your child daily about school and everydeappenings.
See that your child gets plenty of sleep; aim fbedtime no later than 8:30pm.
Instruct your child to complete homework as eaftgraschool as possible, and before
other activities.
Provide a quiet, well-lit area for your child tady that is free from distractions such as
the television.
If your child has trouble understanding somethingto help. Ask your child to read the
directions aloud to ensure he/she understands telutat.
Ask questions to direct their thoughts, rather ttedimg them the answer.
Check homework assignments to see that they arpletanas well as done correctly.
Be consistent!
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AJA 3" Grade Language Arts
Mrs. Novy

Third grade is a fabulous year of transition frdra tlevelopment of skills to the development of
independence. It is the pivotal year in which stugéegin to make the switch from “learning to
read” to “reading in order to learn.” We begin lgmimng literature and formulating responses to
literature. Students must learn how to read medtadigl in order to fully understand a text and
be able to formulate a response to the literature.

Reading Workshopis a time in our day in which students will activengage in reading

chapter books as well as listening to integratéectiens during our Read Aloud time. We will
begin focusing on genre study. Students will have@portunity and are encouraged to
experience books from all genres throughout the. y&aring this time students will have daily
opportunities to demonstrate an understandingeofitérary elements, and make inferences and
predictions through comprehension questions, dessissions and literary projects. Students
will have one on one reading conferences each viRekding Workshop will vary — at times
students will work independently, or in readingrpand during the second semester they will be
placed in Literature Circle groups. Students walhttnue to work in their Reading Response
Journals as well as writing a monthly book recomdagion letter (literary letter). The goal of
reading workshop is for the students to becoméeskdnd passionate readers!

Spellingand Word Study Skills will be taught using the Sitton Spelling Sourcehde will
begin the year by assessing the students’ abiilitigshigh frequency words. In September we
will move into the spelling program. This spellipgpgram may be different from what you've
come to expect as “spelling.” Instead of weeldysliof words to memorize, the Sitton Spelling
program emphasizes the learning of important wardsfor a Friday test, but for a lifetime of
spelling in the real world- that is spelling cotgan writing. This is accomplished through
skills instruction, using your child’s everyday Wmg and through word study skills. This
program also offers us amazing grammar opportnitieise as mini skill lessons.

To help your child learn and use essential skiigh Skill-Building Exercises and Take-Home
Taskswill be sent home regularly. The Skill-Building &xises and Take-Home Tasks are
skill-building activities for your child to do torppare for or follow up on our class lessons. The
number of spelling assignments to come home argngiveek will vary based upon the unit and
skill set that we are working on. However, you eapect a maximum of four spelling activities
a week; each exercise is due the following schagl d

In addition, you can expectvlords To Learn sheet to come home in your child’s folder every
couple of weeks. Words To Learn is a list of gpglwords your child has not yet mastered.
These words are identified through written assesssrdone in class. Students will continue
with their individual lists until the unit is congtled as opposed to the typical “new list each
week.”
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Writer's Workshop - Students will continue to develop a deeper urtdeting, comfort and
enjoyment of the writing process. We will use amgzihildren’s literature as backdrops for our
mini lessons. The students will engage in prooéing editing each other’s works as well as their
own. Students will write in a variety of forms $uas friendly and business letters, biography,
an original story and poetry. Each month the studall select one of their pieces to publish

and place in their Writer's Notebook.

AJA 3" Grade Mathematics
Mrs. Novy

We are very excited to have adopted the Everyday&maatics Curriculum. There are a number
of features that distinguish the Everyday Matheosaturriculum. These include using real-life
problem solving, balanced instruction and multiplethods for basic skills practice. Third grade
math topics this year will includ@e following:

0 Adding & Subtracting Whole Numbers

0 Linear Measures & Areas

0 Multiplication & Division

o Place Value in Whole Numbers & Decimals
o0 Geometry

o Fractions

0 Measurement & Data

0 Probability

Multiplication facts should be memorized so studdémtow them automatically by the end of
third grade. Thereforstudents can begin to expect a weekly quiz onguian multiplication

fact and a monthly cumulative quiz reviewing atitialearned beginning in January. Quiz dates
will be communicated with parents via the weekleBiee.

Some strategies to use at home include flashcav@slgble for purchase at Lakeshore Learning
Center) and the “Multiplication Top-It” (similar ttWwar”).

AJA 3" Grade Science
Mrs. Novy

The science curriculum is designed to provide irtggdrknowledge through hands-on
explorations and experiments to gain a well-roundemiviedge of science content. Students
will engage in activities to develop a deeper ustirding of the nature of science. Some
important topics that will be covered this yeadine areas in physical science (such as
properties of matter, motion,), and life sciencabfbats, adaptations, life cycles), as well as
continuing to deepen their understanding of howhiiok like a scientist through inquiry,
scientific problem solving and critical thinking.

Third Grade Curriculum Guide
Back to School Night 2009
Page 6



AJA 3" Grade Social Studies
Mrs. Novy

The goal of the Social Studies curriculum is tovite students with the geographical and researitls sk
to conduct historical or social science reseatohaddition, students will cover a wide varietytopics
covering citizenship, history, community, governmetonomics and cultural traditions.

In the fall, students will design and create tlosin island (salt relief map). They will use their
knowledge of maps and geography to select an Stadents will locate their island by latitude and
longitude. They will create a map and make a retiap in order to develop a tangible understanding o
the topography. As with all units, we will be intating this island unit with our literature unit.

Additional topics that will be covered in Social8ites this year include:

Geography: Maps and Globes in detalil
Communities

Time organization (years, decades, centuries, itres)
Economics: spending/saving, free market economy

AJA 3" Grade Judaics
Rabbi Brody

Humash (Torah Study)

The 3% Grade Judaics curriculum focuses on a yearlordystéiBereshit(Genesis) from
parashatLekh Lekhatithrough the beginning of the bo&khemot{Exodus). Students will study

the text intensively, attending to questions angadke about the early tales of Abraham and Sarah
and how these two individuals eventually becamaten. Students will be encouraged to argue
and defend their thoughts and make the case forrtesoning while reading from both the
Hebrew and the English texts. Students will devét@pmind of a reader who discovers what the
biblical stories leave out, the gaps and the spiacd® tales. They will then imagine ways in
which the gaps might be filled, often through tise ofmidrash(parables). During this study,
students will look at the English translation ahdelected verses of the original text in Hebrew.

Students will present their learning itHagigat Tanakh(A “Tanakh” Celebration) during which
the students will receive their own copy of renakh(Hebrew Bible). This ceremony will take
place in late February during morning hours atd@€. Please look for announcements as they
come in the mail to save the date of this importay

Chagim (Holidays)

Students will explore the blessings, rituals, cot@nd Jewish history related to each of the
following Holidays:Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Simhat Toraan@tah, Tu B’shvat,
Purim, PesachandShabbat Our plan is to put a different emphasis fromryteayear as we
teach these holidays so that the students aremplysrepeating what they had learned about
this holiday last year. Thus, in much the same thaythe Jews read the Torah annually, so
students at the AJA will learn about the Jewishdayl cycle in a more focused manner with
each passing year.
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Israel Studies Communities in Israel - The Kibbutz)

This unit will take us back in time to Russia a tieginning of the 20th century. With the help
of the diary of a Zionist pioneer by the name a&&dr, we will learn about the many difficulties
that Jews faced which led them to form Zionist slabd leave for Palestine. We will explore the
circumstances in Palestine at the time of theivalrand their relationships with the Ottoman
Turks who ruled the area at that time.

Students will explore the reasons behind people&rd to form communities. We will discuss
the different values of a given community and tberection between the community’s values
and the physical conditions that a community fanets daily life.

We will discuss how the Kibbutz came about andrearappreciate the enormous sacrifice and
the continuous life risks thaétibbutznikim(Kibbutz members) took in order to settle the land
bring up the morale of the Jewish people. Studeitgxamine the pros and cons of such a
lifestyle and compare and contrast it with theiywélife.

Our study of the Kibbutz will be mostly based og tritings and diaries of the Secaoflilyah in
2004 of theChalutzim(pioneers) that remained from the early days dikitz Degania. To
assist in the visualization we will use slidesties, and videos.

In addition, around the time of Israel’s Memoriaypand Independence Day during the calendar
year, students will learn about Israel’s establishtrand the sacrifice made by so many Jews for
their homeland during this difficult and miraculdirse.

AJA 3" Grade Hebrew
Ms. Ruiz

In Hebrew, students will strengthen their listenisgeaking, reading and writing skills so they
can become fluent. AJA has just adopted two newatlums Chaverim B'ivrit, Nitzanimfor

the teaching of Hebrew as a second language. Botltelums are highly acclaimed and used
widely across North America. To meet our childremégds, and in accord with our
differentiation philosophy, both curriculums wiklused interchangeably. From time to time, we
will also supplement these curriculums with teaajererated materials.

Homework may be assigned on any weekday (excepiridays), and as needed; please review
your child’s Hebrew blue folder with him/her daillomework will always be a review of what
was taught in class and therefore, your child sthbel able to do it independently. If that is not
the case, please return the assignment with a sbtetietting me know that your child needed
some support.

AJA 3" Grade Art and Music
Mrs. Kaye

In third grade, the students will have an oppotiuta expand on their artistic and musical skills
while intertwining the two. They will continue thiestudy of the recorder and also learn to play
bar instruments such as the xylophone through tiffee€zhnique. They will study famous
artists and create thoughtful projects using aetef media in each artist’s style. While
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learning about artists of different eras, they Valrn about important musicians from the same
time period. They will learn the instruments thake up an orchestra, study various musical
symbols, understand how to review a performance exen write their own songs. They will
also be singing and dancing to Jewish music, asagehodern Israeli music.

AJA 3" Grade Physical Education
Coach Bull

Austin Jewish Academy’s physical education curuculprovides a comprehensive program
from kindergarten through"8grade, with a strong emphasis on movement devedopraport
specific skills, teamwork and promoting a physigalttive lifestyle.

The prlmary objectives are:
To instill a joy for physical fitness in each chtltat can be continued throughout their
life
To develop coordination, strength, flexibility, aeddurance
To provide opportunities for leadership, sportsrhigmsand team building
To develop the skills that can be used in individural team sports
To develop a sense of fair play and cooperatiarhitdren and the ability to work in
groups
To provide opportunities for integration of P.Ethwother subject areas: language art,
math, social studies, science, health, music, @nd a

The Physical Education Program is designed to theebeeds of all students. We will
emphasize sportsmanship, cooperation, teamwot&nirgy skills, safety, basic movement,
rhythmic movement, and creative movement. We hape ghildren will come home to tell you
and show you what they have been doing in P.E.

Some of the activities students will be exposerh¢tude: ball handling skills, perceptual motor
skills, fitness activities, fithess and nutritiomaincepts, Jump Rope for Heart, Marathon for kids,
and teamwork promoting games.

Expectations for 3rd Grade

The student will be able to:
Display key elements in manipulative skills suclhuaderhand throw, overhand throw,
catch and throw at a target.
Demonstrate mature form of jogging, running, legpand balance control.
Understand basic skill fundamentals in each ofgémmes played in P.E.
Understand the long term affects of physical atstion the body
Identify safety precautions while engaging in phgbactivity

By stressing the joy and rewards of physical afgtildiehaviors can be developed that last a life
time. The majority of activities for the 3gidaders are designed to work in teams and promote
their physical fitness, and develop their knowledgd skills used in many different sports.
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AJA 3" Grade Library
Mrs. Gibson

Third graders have library class once weekly. Téweyencouraged to check out books from the
library’s fiction and non-fiction collection. In ittd grade library, we review, reinforce and
expand upon previously learned library skills, ithg the parts of a book, the difference
between fiction and non-fiction, and how to finddazhoose a book from the library’s print
collection. Students explore in depth the DeweyiDatcategories for non-fiction books and
are exposed to quality children’s works and authiorsugh book talks and related activities.
Students are familiarized with our extensive Judaltection of bible stories, folk tales, holiday
themed books and fiction with Judaic content. Stiglare also taught how to use the library’s
Athena online card catalog to find books, and marydw up to two books every week. In third
grade, students are encouraged to participateeiféias Bluebonnet Awards program, by
reading at least five out of twenty Bluebonnet Asvaominees and participating in Bluebonnet
Award voting during the month of March. We also lexe online research sources and begin to
learn about website evaluation and search strategibenever possible, library lessons are
coordinated with curriculum content.

AJA 3" Grade Drama
Mrs. Stavchansky

Third grade students are participating in a weekfma class that will last until winter break.
One major focus of the course is building basidgrarance skills such as character movement,
vocal projection and articulation, characterizatiand pantomime. In addition to foundational
exercises, students will work together as a clasglapt “The Lost Princess,” a Jewish fairy tale
by Rabbi Nahman Ben Simha of Bratslav. The piedieoe performed along with other
adaptations by the fourth and fifth grades in Deoem Be on the lookout for more information
regarding the performance date.

Third Grade students are also eligible to partigpa AJA’s after school musical. Auditions are
coming the first week of November, and the play bd performed March 16. Rehearsals are
twice a week 3:45-5:00pm, days TBA. All interesstddents who sign up are guaranteed a role,
although auditions will determine role placemenhis year students who are interested in
technical theater will have the opportunity to signfor a weekly tech crew session after school
during one of the rehearsal days. Although the hias not yet been announced, hints are being
offered to the students. Keep your ears operhahnouncement.
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AJA 3" Grade Technology
Ms. Rosen

“To live, learn, and work successfully in an iniegly complex and information-rich society,
students must be able to use technology effectively AJA, our goal is that technology will
enable students to become:

Capable information technology users

Information seekers, analyzers, and evaluators
Problem solvers and decision makers

Creative and effective users of productivity tools
Communicators, collaborators, publishers, and precu
Informed, responsible, and contributing citizens

To ensure that this occurs, AJA uses the newly tgod@/2007) National Educational

Technology Standards for Students (NETSeS), whaohlie accessed at the following site:
http://www.iste.org/Content/NavigationMenu/NET S/Baudents/2007Standards/NETS_for_Students_2007.htm.

Technology will be integrated into the other cuiter areas when appropriate.

Sample & grade activities may include:
- Creative writing using MS Word
Learning about the Scientific Method using Brainleom
Making multimedia presentations
Designing PowerPoint presentations
Viewing non-newtonian fluids on youtube.com

AJA Diverse Learner Program
Mrs. Rosner

The Diverse Learner Program provides support td"Ks@&de students in three primary areas.
The first includes children who have a demonstrégaching need and require either a
modification or an accommodation in order to susfidy engage the curriculum. Students
attend on a regular basis until such time as thpa@t is no longer necessary to be successful in
the classroom. Parents are involved in the decitaidrave their child receive this support and
are provided with regular updates as to their &hipdlogress.

The second component of the Diverse Learner progmaatves supporting our English
Language Learners (ELL). These students, for whogligh is a second or subsequent
language, receive support in English language atan that allows them to move towards
integration into an English-speaking school envinent. Studies have shown that immersion is
a very powerful approach for second language dewedmt. At AJA, ELL students have the
benefit of both immersion as well as individualkanall group instruction.
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The third component of the Diverse Learner progiamlves serving our Advanced Learner.
This piece has been designed to meet the needidldifern who need more enrichment than what
is being provided in the classroom. The goal efAldvanced Learner Program is to create
challenges for these students in their area(9)tefest through acceleration or enrichment.
Students have the opportunity to extend the prejgéonhe in the Learning Lab to their own home
and classroom when time allows. Homework maybegigeal in place of regular class
assignments.

The learning lab teacher will also work very clgseith other teachers and specialists to support
the specific student’s needs. Usually the leartabgeacher will work with small groups.
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