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The Fourth Grade Team 
 
The best way to reach any of your child’s teachers is by email.  You can also leave a phone 
message at 512-735-8350. Teacher bios can be found at: 
http://www.austinjewishacademy.org/aja_faculty.shtml. 
 
Marni Osofsky, General Studies 
marni.osofsky@austinjewishacademy.org 
 
Rabbi Robert Kirzner, Judaic Studies 
robert.kirzner@austinjewishacademy.org 
 
Orit Yehezkel-Ruiz, Hebrew 
orit.yehezkel-ruiz@austinjewishacademy.org 
 
Sara Kaye, Art & Music 
sara.kaye@austinjewishacademy.org 
 
Anna Bull, PE 
anna.bull@austinjewishacademy.org 
 
Claudia Gibson, Librarian 
claudia.gibson@austinjewishacademy.org 
 
Rachael Stavchansky, Drama 
rachael.stavchansky@austinjewishacademy.org 
 
Michele Rosen, Technology 
michele.rosen@austinjewishacademy.org 
 
Esther Rosner Sokoloff, Learning Lab Specialist 
esther.rosner@austinjewishacademy.org 
 
ABOUT MS. O� �
 
I am delighted to be starting my sixth year here at AJA and my eighteenth year as an elementary 
school teacher.  I grew up in Dallas, and attended the University of Texas in Austin (Hook Em 
Horns!).  After graduating I taught in New Braunfels for two years and then in Eanes for ten 
years. 
 
I teach because I love to help people grow in intangible ways.  Teaching challenges my mind, 
body and soul, and I enjoy being challenged.  Being around kids all day keeps me entertained 
and gives me a positive outlook on the world. 
 
Teaching at AJA is like a dream come true for me.  Being involved in the Jewish community is 
as important as it is rewarding, and I am honored to be a part of this 
fine school. 
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4th Grade Schedule 
 

  Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs 

7:45 AM 8:00 AM Homeroom   
8:00 AM 8:45 AM Science / Social Studies 
8:45 AM 9:30 AM Hebrew - Yehezkel-Ruiz 
9:30 AM 10:15 AM Judaics - Kirzner 

10:15 AM 11:15 AM Math 
11:15 AM 11:45 AM Lunch 
11:45 AM 12:15 PM Recess (M,Tu,W), Torah Service (Th) 
12:15 PM 12:30 PM T'Fillah (M,Tu,W), Recess (Th) 
12:30 PM 1:15 PM Gen St (M,W,Th), Tech (Tu), Drama (M) 1st sem 

1:15 PM 2:00 PM PE (M,W), Music/Art (Tu,Th) 
2:00 PM 3:30 PM Language Arts 

  Friday 

7:45 AM 8:00 AM Homeroom 
8:00 AM 8:45 AM Library 
8:45 AM 10:15 AM Language Arts 

10:15 AM 11:00 AM Science / Social Studies 
11:00 AM 11:45 AM Technology 
11:45 AM 12:15 PM Lunch 
12:15 PM 12:45 PM Recess 
12:45 PM 1:30 PM Math 

1:30 PM 2:15 PM Hebrew - Yehezkel-Ruiz 
2:15 PM 2:45 PM Kabbalat Shabbat 
2:45 PM 3:00 PM Homeroom 
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4th Grade General Studies 
Ms. O 

 

These are the main learning units for 4th grade.  Each unit is in alignment with our school’s 
Scope and Sequence. 
 
Language Arts 

�  Reading:  We will be reading a variety of texts this year.  Sometimes, our class will read 
the same novel and use the literature to help us learn important reading skills.  Other 
times students will choose their own novels – this is called “Reading Circles.”  Learning 
objectives will be addressed as a group as well as on an individual basis during Reading 
Circles. 

�  Writing:  We will practice and refine the writing process.  Students will be exposed to 
many different types of writing.  Cursive is a skill that will be mastered this year. 

�  4th grade spelling uses a research based instructional design, Sitton Spelling, which 
ensures that students learn to spell for writing, and to spell within the framework of a 
total word-skills curriculum.  Each unit has two main parts:  Building Skills and Word 
Experiences and Assessing Words and Skills.  Students expand their knowledge of words 
and make discoveries about all elements of language and its correct use during the 
Building Skills and Word Experiences lessons.  When Assessing Words and Skills of the 
fourth grade students, personal Spelling Words are identified through ongoing whole 
class tests.  The words they miss become their Spelling Words, differentiated to each 
student's writing needs.  Additionally, acquisition of skills is evaluated on the Skill Test 
in each unit. 

 
Math 
 
This year AJA will be using Everyday Mathematics in our 1st through 5th grade classrooms.  In 
this program you can expect to see… 

·  a problem solving approach based on everyday situations 
·  an instructional approach that revisits concepts regularly 
·  frequent practice of basic skills, often through games 
·  lessons based on activities and discussion – not a textbook! 
·  mathematical content that goes beyond basic arithmetic 

 

Content emphasized in Grade 4 Everyday Mathematics 
·  Numbers and Numeration 
·  Operations and Computation 
·  Data and Chance 
·  Measurement and Reference Frames 
·  Geometry 
·  Patterns, Functions and Algebra 
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Science 
 

�  Weather 
�  Electricity 
�  Rocks, minerals and soil 
�  Human Body 
�  Animals 

 
Texas History 
 

�  Geography of Texas 
�  Native Texans 
�  Fight for Independence 
�  The Republic of Texas 
�  Statehood 

 
Study & Organizational Skills 
 

�  Assignment Books  
�  Review Sheets 
�  Study Charts 
�  Guided planning 
�  Independent planning 

 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS):  A complete list of all learning objectives can be found 
at the following website: http://www.tea.state.tx.us/teks 
 
 
4th Grade Classroom Rules and Guidelines 
 
The Ethical Covenant:  AJA has a school-wide focus on integrity, responsibility, caring, and 
respect.  Each student is taught about the Ethical Covenant.  We refer to it almost daily as 
situations dictate.  Each parent should have a discussion with their child about the Ethical 
Covenant.  
 
O-Dough:  The 4th grade uses a monetary system called O-Dough.  Students can earn O-Dough 
by completing their daily responsibilities, doing class jobs, behaving well, and accomplishing 
learning goals.  Parents can help their child by providing them with a wallet for their O-Dough, 
as well as discussing safe places to keep their money. 
 
Auctions & The O-Store:  Beginning in October our class will conduct weekly Auctions.  Each 
Friday students will have the opportunity to bid on class jobs, privileges and the weekly special.  
In addition, The O-Store will be open on Fridays.  Students may purchase items at the O-Store 
using their O-dough. 
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Consequences:  Everybody makes mistakes, and chances are your child will make several this 
year.  In order to teach the children accountability for their actions they will have consequences 
for mistakes they make.  When a student misbehaves I will document the incident in their 
Assignment Book.  In addition, the student will sit out of recess.  This time out of recess can be 
anywhere from 5 minutes to 20 minutes depending on the incident.  More frequently students 
make mistakes in their organization and responsibility.  When a student does not do their 
homework they automatically lose 10 points on the assignment.  In addition, I will document it in 
their Assignment Book and they will spend recess doing the missing work in the classroom 
under my supervision.  
 
 
4th Grade Important Information 
 
Homework & Grading Policy:  4th graders will receive homework daily (Monday through 
Thursday).  Each child will record all assignments and learning activities in their Assignment 
Book.  I check these in class to ensure that they are accurate.  Ideally, the students will spend no 
more than 40 minutes on class assignments at home.  In addition, each child is asked to read for 
20 minutes a day (Monday through Thursday) at home.  It is a good idea for them to read silently 
AND out loud to you!  Grades are given on most assignments and all tests and projects.  Students 
may correct all graded work and must correct work that I ask them to.  Additional points will be 
added to their original grade for accurate corrections. You can access your child’s grades using 
Renweb.   
 
Field Trips:  The 4th graders will be taking a variety of field trips this year.  Each trip is designed 
to reinforce learning we have done in class.  Field trips always rely upon parent drivers and 
participation.  I will communicate with you regularly about upcoming field trips, and I hope you 
can each join us on at least one trip this year. 
  
Conference Time:  Ms. O’s conference period is Monday through Thursday from 1:15-2:00.   
 
Parent Communication:  Regular communication is the key to a successful partnership.  I will 
be keeping you informed via email and through the weekly BeeHive.  It is my hope that you will 
communicate with me whenever you have questions or concerns. 
 
Age to Age (Year Long Project and Collaboration with Austin Seniors):  The 4th graders will 
be doing a year-long heritage project on one of their living ancestors.  In school we will be 
learning interviewing techniques, note taking and presentation skills.  Part of this experience will 
be our bi-monthly sessions with Gertie and Charlotte.   The students will listen to these two 
seniors tell about their lives, and they will take notes and ask questions along the way.  In 
addition, 91-year-old storyteller Mark Barkan will visit our class twice a month.  His stories 
always lead to amazing question and answer sessions that help students learn how to interact 
with seniors.  Poet Hymie Samuelson will grace our class with periodic visits.  His time with the 
children will focus on writing, understanding and discussing poems.  Throughout the year we 
will be lunching with a group of seniors from the JCAA.  4th graders will nosh and kibbitz with  
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several seniors as they strengthen their communication and questioning skills.  Students will also 
have a senior “pen pal” from our lunch group to whom they will write letters on a regular basis.  
The senior pen pal will write them back throughout the year.  At home students will be 
conducting research of their own about a person from their family and generating a project about 
that person.  We will have an end of year dinner to share these projects – I will let you know the 
date as soon as it is set. 
 
Ms. O’s Tips for 4th Grade Parents 

 
A great way to guarantee a successful homework experience is to establish a daily home routine.   
When students come home they should put their backpack in the same place each day.  They 
should also set out their Assignment Book in a specific place, so you can easily find it for 
examination and signing.   
 
It is always a good idea for students to have a work space that is free from distraction, 
comfortable, and spacious.  For most 4th graders, it is helpful to do a pre-work check in with a 
parent.  They can show what they have to work on and set time goals for each task.  A timer is an 
excellent way to keep the students focused and build time awareness.  They can set the timer and 
keep it in front of them while they work.  In class, we usually do check-ins after five or ten 
minutes of steady uninterrupted work. 
 
Once all work is completed students should put it into their backpack.  If they get into the habit 
of packing up their work and other needed items in the evenings, the mornings will go much 
more smoothly! 
 
AJA 4th Grade Judaics 
Rabbi Kirzner  
 
Chagim/Holidays 
We will look at the Jewish holiday cycle from the perspective of practices.  We will explore the 
practices associated with each holiday and discover how practices vary in different communities. 
 

TaNaK 
Using the text:  The Explorer’s Bible, Vol. 1 &2, Students will focus their study this year on the 
book of Shemot (Exodus).  They will explore the major themes and events of the book as well as 
associated rabbinic literature.  Readings will be done in both group and whole class sessions with 
a balance of both Hebrew and English reading. Using student directed skits and other creative 
media, students will be able to demonstrate their understanding of the stories and lessons learned. 
 

Rabbinics 
This year we will focus on Midrash.  Students will explore the world of Midrash Aggadah.  Their 
study will help them develop an understanding for how the rabbis of the Mishnaic period viewed 
Torah text, the kinds of problems they saw and the solutions they proposed.  Students will have 
the opportunity to integrate their understanding of Midrashim with the TaNaK portion of their 
studies.    
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Jewish History 
In studying Jewish history this year, students will develop an understanding of Klal Yisrael.  
Their experience will lead them to feel that they are part of a larger Jewish community and that 
we share a common bond.  Students will have the unique opportunity of viewing photographs of 
Jews in countries around the world which demonstrate both the similarities and differences of 
Jewish life in the global community.   
 

Tefillah 
The goal in Tefillah (prayer) is to both develop a level comfort and proficiency as well as an 
understanding and feel of and for the Jewish mode of prayer.  Students will learn the difference 
between Kevah and Kavannah.  Kevah demonstrates their mastery of the reading and actions that 
go with the prayers.  Kakvannah is the level of understanding with which students approach 
Tefillah.  Students will have the opportunity to participate and help lead a weekly Torah service.    
 

Jewish Living 
Students will spend this year looking at Jews in Texas and the development of the Jewish 
Community both state wide and here in Austin. 
 

Homework 
Homework may be assigned on any day and will be written down in the students’ assignment 
notebook.  Assignments will primarily deal with material studied in class and students should 
therefore be able to work independently.  Occasionally, assignments may involve reading at 
home and/or opportunities to work with parents.   
 
AJA 4th Grade Hebrew  
Mrs. Ruiz  
Students will strengthen their listening, speaking, reading and writing skills so they can become 
fluent. AJA has just adopted a new curriculum (Chaverim B’ivrit) for the teaching of Hebrew as 
a second language. Chaverim B’ivrit is highly acclaimed and used widely across North America. 
The program is based on the communication approach which is guided by three aspects: 
 

- Psycholinguistic, the knowledge acquired through learning an additional language 
- Educational, focuses on the child’s world 
- Social-Cultural, special attention is given to the cultural background of Jewish children 
- To meet our children’s needs, and in accord with our differentiation philosophy, we will 

also supplement these curriculums with teacher generated materials. 
 

Homework may be assigned on any weekday (except for Fridays), and as needed; please review 
your child’s Hebrew red folder with him/her daily. Homework will always be a review of what 
was taught in class and therefore, your child should be able to do it independently. If that is not 
the case, please return the assignment with a short note letting me know that your child needed 
some support.  
 



Fourth Grade Curriculum Guide 
Back to School Night 2009 
Page 9 

AJA 4th Grade Art and Music 
Mrs. Kaye  
In Fourth Grade the students will have an opportunity to expand on their artistic and musical 
skills while intertwining the two. They will continue their study of rhythm and bar instruments 
such as the xylophone through the Orff technique.  They will study famous artists and create 
thoughtful projects using a variety of media in each artist’s style.  While learning about artists of 
different eras, they will learn about important musicians from the same time period.  They will 
learn the instruments that make up an orchestra, study various musical symbols, understand how 
to review a performance, and even write their own songs.  They will also be singing and dancing 
to Jewish music, learning traditional Texas songs, as well as modern Israeli songs. 
 
AJA 4th Grade Drama 
Mrs.  Stavchansky 
Fourth grade students are participating in a weekly drama class that will last until winter break.  
One major focus of the course is building basic performance skills such as character movement, 
vocal projection and articulation, characterization, and pantomime.  In addition to foundational 
exercises, students will work together as a class to adapt “The Fixer,” a Jewish fairy tale by 
Rabbi Nahman Ben Simha of Bratslav.  The piece will be performed along with other 
adaptations by the third and fifth grades in December.  Be on the lookout for more information 
regarding the performance date. 
 
Fourth Grade students are also eligible to participate in AJA’s after school musical.  Auditions 
are coming the first week of November, and the play will be performed March 16.  Rehearsals 
are twice a week 3:45-5:00pm, days TBA.  All interested students who sign up are guaranteed a 
role, although auditions will determine role placement.  This year students who are interested in 
technical theater will have the opportunity to sign up for a weekly tech crew session after school 
during one of the rehearsal days.  Although the title has not yet been announced, hints are being 
offered to the students.  Keep your ears open for the announcement. 
 
AJA 4th Grade Library 
Mrs. Gibson  
Fourth graders have library class once weekly. They are encouraged to check out books from the 
library’s fiction and non-fiction collection for one week. In fourth grade library, we review, 
reinforce and expand upon previously learned library skills. Students explore in depth the Dewey 
Decimal categories for non-fiction books and are exposed to quality children’s works and 
authors through book talks and related activities. Students are familiarized with our extensive 
Judaic collection of bible stories, folk tales, holiday themed books and fiction with Judaic 
content. Students are also taught how to use the library’s Athena online card catalog to find 
books, and may borrow up to two books every week. In fourth grade, students are encouraged to 
participate in the Texas Bluebonnet Awards program, by reading at least five out of twenty 
Bluebonnet Award nominees and participating in state-wide Bluebonnet Award voting during 
January. We also explore online research sources and continue to reinforce research skills such 
as website evaluation and search strategies. Whenever possible, library lessons are coordinated 
with curriculum content, and integrated with class research projects.  
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AJA 4th Grade Physical Education  
Coach Bull 
Austin Jewish Academy’s physical education curriculum provides a comprehensive program 
from kindergarten through 8th grade, with a strong emphasis on movement development, sport 
specific skills, teamwork and promoting a physically active lifestyle. 
 

 The primary objectives are: 
·  Instill a joy for physical fitness in each child that can be continued throughout their life 
·  Develop coordination, strength, flexibility, and endurance 
·  Provide opportunities for leadership, sportsmanship, and team building 
·  Develop the skills used in many different individual and team sports 
·  Develop a sense of fair play and cooperation in children and the ability to work in groups 
·  Provide opportunities for integration of P.E. with other subject areas: language art, math, 

social studies, science, health, music, and art 
·  Provide students with the necessary skills to give them the opportunity to participate in 

AJA athletics 
 

The Physical Education Program is designed to meet the needs of all students. We will 
emphasize sportsmanship, cooperation, teamwork, listening skills, safety, basic movement, 
rhythmic movement, and creative movement. We hope your children will come home to tell you 
and show you what they have been doing in P.E. 
 

Some of the activities your children will be exposed to are: ball handling skills, perceptual motor 
skills, fitness activities, fitness and nutritional concepts, Jump Rope for Hearts, Marathon for 
Kids, soccer, football, basketball, volleyball and track and field,.  
 

Sample Expectations For 4th Grade 
The Student will be able to: 

·  Understand the long term affects of physical activity on the body 
·  Understand the use of protective equipment used in different sports 
·  Catch and throw an object while traveling  
·  Follow all class polices and procedures 
·  Demonstrate the basic skills and understanding of rules, of the sports played in class 

 
By stressing the joy and rewards of physical activity, behaviors can be developed that last a 
lifetime. The majority of activities for the fourth graders are designed to work in teams and 
promote their physical fitness, and develop the knowledge and skills used in many different 
sports. 
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AJA 4th Grade Technology 
Ms.  Rosen  
“To live, learn, and work successfully in an increasingly complex and information-rich society, 
students must be able to use technology effectively.”  At AJA, our goal is that technology will 
enable students to become: 

- Capable information technology users  
- Information seekers, analyzers, and evaluators  
- Problem solvers and decision makers  
- Creative and effective users of productivity tools  
- Communicators, collaborators, publishers, and producers  
- Informed, responsible, and contributing citizens  

To ensure that this occurs, AJA uses the newly updated (6/2007) National Educational 
Technology Standards for Students (NETS•S), which can be accessed at the following 
site:http://www.iste.org/Content/NavigationMenu/NETS/ForStudents/2007Standards/NETS_for_
Students_2007.htm. 
 
Technology will be integrated into the other curricular areas when appropriate.   
 
Sample 4th grade activities may include: 

·  Internet research 
·  Organizing information using Kidspiration 
·  Manipulating images using GIMP 
·  Creating movies with MovieMaker 
·  Editing audio with Audacity 

 
AJA Diverse Learner Program 
Mrs. Rosner Sokoloff 
 
The Diverse Learner Program provides support to K-8th grade students in three primary areas. 
The first includes children who have a demonstrated learning need and require either a 
modification or an accommodation in order to successfully engage the curriculum. Students 
attend on a regular basis until such time as the support is no longer necessary to be successful in 
the classroom. Parents are involved in the decision to have their child receive this support and 
are provided with regular updates as to their child’s progress.  
 
The second component of the Diverse Learner program involves supporting our English 
Language Learners (ELL). These students, for whom English is a second or subsequent 
language, receive support in English language acquisition that allows them to move towards 
integration into an English-speaking school environment. Studies have shown that immersion is 
a very powerful approach for second language development. At AJA, ELL students have the 
benefit of both immersion as well as individual or small group 
instruction.  
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The third component of the Diverse Learner program involves serving our Advanced Learner.  
This piece has been designed to meet the needs of children who need more enrichment than what 
is being provided in the classroom.  The goal of the Advanced Learner Program is to create 
challenges for these students in their area(s) of interest through acceleration or enrichment.  
Students have the opportunity to extend the projects done in the Learning Lab to their own home 
and classroom when time allows.  Homework maybe provided in place of class assignments. 
 
The learning lab teacher will also work very closely with other teachers and specialists to support 
the specific student’s needs. Usually the learning lab teacher will work with small groups.�


