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The Fifth Grade Team

The best way to reach any teacher is through enYail may also leave a message for a teacher
by calling 512-735-8350.

Faculty bios are located on the AJA website — wwstiajewishacademy.org.

Mark WebberHomeroom, Math and Social Studies
mark.webber@austinjewishacademy.org

Candy WellinsLanguage Arts
candy.wellins@austinjewishacademy.org

Jesse Castr&cience
jesse.castro@austinjewishacademy.org

Rabbi Robert KirznerJudaics
robert.kirzner@austinjewishacademy.org

Orit Yehezkel-RuizHebrew
orit.yehezkel-ruiz@austinjewishacademy.org

Specialists

Sara KayeFine Arts
sara.kaye@austinjewishacademy.org

Anna Bull,PE and Athletics
anna.bull@austinjewishacademy.org

Michele RosenTechnology
michele.rosen@austinjewishacademy.org

Claudia Gibsonl.ibrarian
claudia.gibson@austinjewishacademy.org

Rachael Stavchanskirama
rachael.stavchansky@austinjewishacademy.org

Esther Rosner Sokoloff,earning Lab Specialist
esther.rosner@austinjewishacademy.org
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5" Grade Schedule

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs

7:45 AM | 8:00 AM | Homeroom
8:00 AM | 8:45 AM | Tech (M,W), PE (Tu), Torah Service (Th)
8:45 AM | 9:45 AM | Math
9:45 AM | 10:30 AM | Social Studies (M, Tu), Music/Art (W, Th)
10:30 AM | 11:15 AM | Judaics
11:15 AM | 11:45 AM | Lunch
11:45 AM | 12:15 PM | Drama (M) 1st sem, Recess (M-2nd sm,Tu,W,Th)
12:15 PM | 12:30 PM | Drama (M) 1st sem, T'Filah (M-2nd sm,Tu,W), Gen St (Th)
12:.30 PM | 1:15 PM | Hebrew
1.15PM | 2:00 PM | Writing
2:00 PM | 2:45PM | Literature
2:45PM | 3:30 PM | Science (M,Tu,Th), Soc St (W)
Friday
7:45 AM | 8:00 AM | Homeroom
8:00 AM | 8:45 AM | Math
8:45AM | 9:30 AM | Library
9:30 AM | 10:15 AM | Hebrew
10:15 AM | 11:00 AM | Science
11:00 AM | 11:45 AM | Social Studies
11:45 AM | 12:15 PM | Lunch
12:15 PM | 12:45 PM | Recess
12.45PM | 1:30 PM | PE
1:30 PM | 2:15 PM | Language Arts
2:15PM | 2:45PM | Kabbalat Shabbat
2:45PM | 3:00 PM | Homeroom
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COMMUNICATION:

You will receive a 8 grade BeeHIVE weekly with information from corathers. Specialists
will update their sections monthly. Of coursethiére are individual concerns or matters feel
free to contact your child’s teachers directlyheitby phone or e-mail.

Graded papers will be returned to students on Mgmdaeach student’s Transmittal Envelope.
Please check these each Monday, clean them ousesadthem back with your child on
Tuesday.

AJA 5" Grade Language Arts
Mrs. Wellins

The Language Arts curriculum iff' §rade consists of reading, writing, spelling, gnzamn,
listening, and speaking. A complete list of aldning objectives, Texas Essential Knowledge
and Skills (TEKS), can be found at the followingbs#e:_http://www.tea.state.tx.us/teks

Students will participate in a Reader’s Workshog arwriter's Workshop during the 90-minute
language art block. These workshops allow studgurity time to practice and master needed
skills through lessons and assignments that ar@imgfal to them.

In Reader’'s Workshop, students will focus on inyomg their comprehension skills through
read aloud stories, mini lessons, class discussioadspendent reading time and book clubs.
During the year, students will develop a betterarathnding of themselves as readers as well as
learning to become better readers. Workshop lssshfocus on the following units:

- Choosing books
Making connections
Mental images
Asking questions
Inferring
Nonfiction reading
Reading for test-taking
Summarizing and synthesizing

In Writer's Workshop, students will create theirmwmdividual writing projects based on units
covered in class. Like Reader’'s Workshop, Writ®¥srkshop will feature mini-lessons, class
discussions, independent writing time and one-o&@nferencing. We will also devote part of
the workshop time to developing grammar, editiqpglliéng and handwriting skills. Like all
writers, students will have deadlines to meet whir projects. It is important that these
deadlines be met.
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This year’s units and deadlines are as follows:

Unit Writing Project Deadline
Introduction to Writer's Workshop Free Choice Sdit.
Living as a Writer To Be Determined (TBD) Oct. 9
Revision and Editing Fifty State Project, Part 1 t.Q8
Memoirs Memoir Nov. 6
Organization Fifty State Project, Part 2 Nov. 20
Fiction Fiction Dec. 18
Persuasion Persuasive essay Jan. 22
TBD Fifty State Project, Part 3 Feb. 5
Historical writing Historical narrative March 12
Nonfiction Nonfiction March 26
Poetry Poetry anthology April 30
TBD Free Choice May 28

We are using Sitton Spelling as the curriculumfifitin grade this year. Rather than focusing on
a list of words to master for a week’s learnindtdd concentrates on teaching students spelling
rules and applications so they can learn to spelife. They will regularly see the same words

come up again and again. Friday assessmentsoatilsfon spelling in context through dictation
tests and proofreading practice.

Language Arts Homework:

Students need to complete a reading log each miggdrding the number of minutes they read.
The goal is for each student to read 100 minutgeek. An easy way to do this is for students
to read 20 minutes each night (Mon-Thurs) and 2tubess on the weekend. Students may
choose any book they’d like for reading at homecdise of our tight schedule, they will not
always have time for free choice reading in thesiaom.

Occasionally, students will need to complete bdok ceadings or other assigned readings at
home. These assignments will be written in thieinpers and posted on RenWeb.

Students will also have spelling practice each nMbnday-Thursday. On Mondays they will
also come home with a list of words to study ardridbased on the previous week’s spelling
assessment.

Finally, students will have occasional writing hamoek. With the rare exception, this work can
be done in their writer's notebook. Students nfagose to work on their writing projects at
home, but it is optional. All work can be comptktolely in class.
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AJA 5" Grade Math
Mr. Webber

The goal for & grade math is to develop students' problem solskilts and abilities to make
connections within and outside mathematics. Stuerit work to develop conceptual
understanding and solve meaningful problems orilg blasis. This year we will be using
Everyday Math which is a spiraling curriculum tkali continually reintroduce previously
taught concepts. The program does a great jobkaigstudents to “think outside the box.”

As multiplication is the basis for almost everythiwe do in & grade math (e.g. it is impossible
to divide whole numbers, add or subtract fracti@asvert fractions to decimals, etc.) without
multiplying, students will demonstrate mastery afltiplication tables up to 12x12. If your child
has not memorized these facts, please have thaticeraach night until they know them
automatically.

Throughout the year, we will utilize a variety ompulatives and hands-on techniques. We
will apply many of the concepts we study througtivétees centered around the school and from
articles we read and discussTine Austin American Statesmavhich our class receives daily.

Homework:

Each student should have already memorized thdirpiication tables up to 12x12. Daily
practice is encouraged to keep these skills sl&tmlents can also be expected to have math
homework on a regular daily basis.

AJA 5" Grade Social Studies
Mr. Webber

American History! We began the year by breakinguhéed States into seven geographical
regions as we focus on developing map skills amterstanding the geography of the US.
Students will demonstrate mastery of the nameggatdiions, nicknames, and capitals of the
50 states.

We will then learn about the "discovery" of the Noand South American continents.
Exploration, settlement, and the gradual growtthefearly English colonies into a new country
will take us up to Winter Break.

When we return in January, our study will contimith the industrial explosion of the early™.9
century and learn about the War Between the Steteéshe election of Abraham Lincoln in
1860.

Lessons will be included about Jews during thegmntant times in US history and we will also
explore our place in the world today as modern Jeavg) in a sometimes violent and
unpredictable worldThe Austin American Statesmaill be an integral part of our studies this
year.

We will employ a variety of hands-on activities aqdte a few in-class group projects
throughout the year.
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AJA 5" Grade Science
Mr. Castro

Taking place in the Becker Science Center at Al#&, [Earth and Physical science concepts
will be covered in this class as well as the Sdiern¥lethod. Students will pose questions,
design experiments, collect data, analyze theteesand draw conclusions. Investigations,
laboratory experiments and demonstrations willlégegral part of exploring, understanding,
and appreciating the world around us.

UNITS:
- Mapping

Time

Earth, Sun, Moon Relations

Atoms and Elements

Flight

Plants

Measurement and Data Collection

Scientific Method

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS:
Students are expected to:
1) Respect themselves, others, and the working enwieon of the classroom.
2) Come to class on time with the appropriate material
3) Help themselves by helping others.
4) Abide by all safety guidelines at all times.

Honoring these expectations will make class a reajeyable and rewarding place for all.

MATERIALS:
Students should bring the following supplies tsslaach day:
Science notebooks.

Paper and writing implements. Work done in neefiective, or fluorescent ink will not
be accepted.

All work to be turned in.

GRADING

Grades will be based on these percentage breakdowns
Homework, Quizzes and Notebooks 50%
Assessments 50%
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AJA 5" Grade Judaics
Rabbi Kirzner

Chagim/Holidays

We will look at the Jewish holiday cycle from thergpective of practices. As we discuss the
various practices associated with each holidaywilladelve into the meanings behind each one.
We will also talk about how practices vary from aaomity to community.

TaNaK

Students will focus their study this year on thelof Bamidbar(Numbers). They will explore
the major themes and events of the book with af@cuthe Israelites journey to nationhood.
Student will also study related Rabbinic Literatufgdditionally they will study selections from
Megillat Esther(The Book of Esther).

Rabbinics

This year we will focus oMikra’ot Gedolot Students will explore the world of Rabbinic
Commentary on specific Torah verses. Readingetkiein both Hebrew and English, students
will have the opportunity to develop an understagdf the concerns of the Rabbis when they
wrote. Students will create their own commentaaied engage with other students in smaller
groups to hold “rabbinic discussions” on variougge

Jewish History

In studying Jewish history this year, students feitlus on the major events that have forged the
Jewish People over the centuries. We will toucliheneras of the Babylonian Exile, the Roman
period, the Golden Age of Spain and the creatiothn@Modern State of Israel.

Tefillah and Jewish Living

The goal inTefillah (prayer) is to both develop a level of proficier{ggval) and an
understanding and feel of and for the Jewish mdgeayer Kavannal). Students will have the
opportunity to join with the Middle School studemibere they can practice their skills in a
weekly Torah service as well as have an opportunitgad the services. Students will also be
introduced to Torah trope and will be called todr&@m the Torah for the first time among their
AJA peers.

Homework

Homework may be assigned on any day and will b&ewidown in the students’ assignment
notebook. Assignments will primarily deal with reaal studied in class and students should
therefore be able to work independently. Occadiprassignments may involve reading at
home and/or opportunities for research and for vmgrkvith their parents.

Graded work will be sent home on Mondays in thednaittal envelopes. Please review all work
and let me know if you have any questions. Hom&wssignments and grades will be posted
on Renweb.
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AJA 5" Grade Hebrew
Mrs. Ruiz

Students will strengthen their listening, speakiregding and writing skills so they can become
fluent. AJA has just adopted a new curriculu@inéverim B’ivri) for the teaching of Hebrew as
a second languag€haverim B’ivritis highly acclaimed and used widely across Nontiefica.
The program is based on the communication appre&ath is guided by three aspects:

Psycholinguistic, the knowledge acquired througtiieng an additional language
Educational, focuses on the child’s world
Social-Cultural, special attention is given to thtural background of Jewish children

To meet our children’s needs, and in accord withdifferentiation philosophy, we will also
supplement this curriculum with teacher generatatenmals.

Homework may be assigned on any weekday (exceiridays), and as needed; please remind
your child to check his/her Hebrew yellow foldeilgaHomework will always be a review of
what was taught in class and therefore, your ahiould be able to do it independently. If that is
not the case, please return the assignment witlord sote letting me know that your child
needed some support.

AJA 5" Grade Music and Art
Mrs. Kaye

In Fifth Grade the students will have an opportutotbuild on their artistic and musical skills
while intertwining the two. They will learn propsinging techniques and explore songs using
bar instruments such as the xylophone, as weleglsdards. They will study famous artists and
create thoughtful projects using a variety of mediaach artist’s style. While learning about
artists of different eras, they will learn aboupiontant musicians from the same time period.
They will learn the instruments that make up arhestra, study various musical symbols,
understand how to review a performance, and evég teir own songs. They will also be
singing and dancing to Jewish music, as well asamotsraeli songs.

AJA 5" Grade Physical Education
Coach Bull

Austin Jewish Academy’s physical education curuculprovides a comprehensive program
from kindergarten through"8grade, with a strong emphasis on movement devedopraport
specific skills, teamwork and promoting a physigalttive lifestyle.

Fifth Grade Curriculum Guide
Back to School Night 2009
Page 9



The primary objectives are:
- Toinstill a joy for physical fitness in each chiltat will be continued throughout their
life
To develop coordination, strength, flexibility, aaddurance
To provide opportunities for leadership, sportsrhigmsand team building
To develop the skills used in many different indival and team sports
To develop a sense of fair play and cooperatiarhildren and the ability to work in
groups
To provide opportunities for integration of P.Etlwother subject areas: language art,
math, social studies, science, health, music, @nd a
To provide students with the necessary skills @ ghem the opportunity to participate
in AJA athletics

The Physical Education Program is designed to theebeeds of all students. We will
emphasize sportsmanship, cooperation, teamwot&nirgy skills, safety, basic movement,
rhythmic movement, and creative movement. We hape ghildren will come home to tell you
and show you what they have been doing in P.E.

Some of the activities your children will be expdse are; ball handling skills, perceptual motor
skills, fitness activities, fithess and nutritiomaincepts, Jump Rope for Heart, Marathon for kids,
soccer, football, basketball, tennis, volleybatiddrack and field.

Sample Expectations For 5th Grade

The Student will be able to:
Improve and track their progress through fitnesing and games.
Properly warm up and stretch.
Match different types of physical activity with Hmarelated fithess components
Demonstrate the skills and understanding of rdéthe different sports played in class.
Be physically active at home and understand thg term affects of being physically
active

By stressing the joy and rewards of physical afgtiliehaviors can be developed that last a
lifetime. The majority of activities for the Sgraders are designed to work in teams and promote
their physical fitness, and develop their knowledgd skills used in many different sports.

AJA 5" Grade Library
Mrs. Gibson

5th graders have library class every other weekyTre encouraged to check out books from
the library’s fiction and non-fiction collectionf@ne week. In fifth grade library, we review,
reinforce and expand upon previously learned ljpskills. Students explore in depth the Dewey
Decimal categories for non-fiction books and arposed to quality children’s works and
authors through book talks and related activitgtadents are familiarized with our extensive
Judaic collection of bible stories, folk tales,idaly themed books and fiction with Judaic
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content. Students are also taught how to useliharyi's Athena online card catalog to find
books, and may borrow up to three books every wieelkth grade, students are encouraged to
participate in the Texas Bluebonnet Awards proghayreading at least five out of twenty
Bluebonnet Award nominees and participating in Barenet Award voting during the month of
March. We also explore online research sourcesantinue to reinforce research skills such as
website evaluation and search strategies. Whemasgsible, library lessons are coordinated with
curriculum content, and integrated with class regeprojects.

AJA 5" Grade Drama
Mrs. Stavchansky

Fifth grade students are participating in a weekbma class that will last until winter break.
One major focus of the course is building basidgrarance skills such as character movement,
vocal projection and articulation, characterizatiand pantomime. In addition to foundational
exercises, students will work together as a clasglapt “The Gem Prince,” a Jewish fairy tale
by Rabbi Nahman Ben Simha of Bratslav. The pieiedo& performed along with other
adaptations by the third and fourth grades in Ddm¥mBe on the lookout for more information
regarding the performance date.

Fifth Grade students are also eligible to parti@pa AJA’s after school musical. Auditions are
coming the first week of November, and the play b performed March 16. Rehearsals are
twice a week 3:45-5:00pm, days TBA. All interesstddents who sign up are guaranteed a role,
although auditions will determine role placemeritisTyear students who are interested in
technical theater will have the opportunity to signfor a weekly tech crew session after school
during one of the rehearsal days. Although the hias not yet been announced, hints are being
offered to the students. Keep your ears operhahnouncement.

AJA 5" Grade Technology
Ms. Rosen

“To live, learn, and work successfully in an iniegly complex and information-rich society,
students must be able to use technology effectively AJA, our goal is that technology will
enable students to become:

Capable information technology users

Information seekers, analyzers, and evaluators
Problem solvers and decision makers

Creative and effective users of productivity tools
Communicators, collaborators, publishers, and precu
Informed, responsible, and contributing citizens

To ensure that this occurs, AJA uses the newly tgod@/2007) National Educational
Technology Standards for Students (NETSeS), whaohlie accessed at the following site:
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http://www.iste.org/Content/NavigationMenu/NETS/Bardents/2007Standards/NETS_for_Stu
dents_2007.htm.

Technology will be integrated into the other cuiter areas when appropriate.

Sample 8 grade activities may include:
- Internet research on US States and capitals
Making Explorer trading cards using MS Publisher
Learning about desktop publishing
Mapping battles in the American Revolution on Gedgarth

AJA Diverse Learner Program
Mrs. Rosner Sokoloff

The Diverse Learner Program provides support td"Ks@&de students in three primary areas.
The first includes children who have a demonstrégaching need and require either a
modification or an accommodation in order to susfidsy engage the curriculum. Students
attend on a regular basis until such time as thpa@t is no longer necessary to be successful in
the classroom. Parents are involved in the decitaidrave their child receive this support and
are provided with regular updates as to their &¢hiplogress.

The second component of the Diverse Learner progmaatves supporting our English
Language Learners (ELL). These students, for whogligh is a second or subsequent
language, receive support in English language atan that allows them to move towards
integration into an English-speaking school envinent. Studies have shown that immersion is
a very powerful approach for second language dewedmt. At AJA, ELL students have the
benefit of both immersion as well as individualsanall group instruction.

The third component of the Diverse Learner programlves serving our Advanced Learner.
This piece has been designed to meet the needidldifenn who need more enrichment than what
is being provided in the classroom. The goal efAldvanced Learner Program is to create
challenges for these students in their area(9)tefest through acceleration or enrichment.
Students have the opportunity to extend the prejgohe in the Learning Lab to their own home
and classroom when time allows. Homework maybegigeal in place of their regular class
assignments.

The learning lab teacher will also work very clgseith other teachers and specialists to support
the specific student’s needs. Usually the leartabgeacher will work with small groups or in
one to one situations. Homework maybe providgalace of regular class assignments.

The learning lab teacher will also work very clgseith other teachers and specialists to support
the specific student’s needs. Usually the leartabgeacher will work with small groups.
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