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The Sixth Grade Team

The best way to reach any teacher is through envail may also leave a message for a teacher

by calling 512-735-8350.

Faculty bios are located on the AJA website — wwatiajewishacademy.org.

Ben HinesHomeroom, Literature and Writing,

ben.hines@austinjewishacademy.org

Jesse Castr&cience
jesse.castro@austinjewishacademy.org

Mark WebberSocial Studies
mark.webber@austinjewishacademy.org

Rabbi Robert Kirznefudaics
robert.kirzner@austinjewishacademy.org

Rabbi Rick BrodyHebrew A
rick.brody@austinjewishacademy.org

Rivka ShieberHebrew B
rivka.shieber@austinjewishacademy.org

Orit Yehezkel-RuizHebrew C

orit.yehezkel-ruiz@austinjewishacademy.org

Orli Gubani,Hebrew D
orli.gubani@austinjewishacademy.org

Specialists

Sara KayeFine Arts
sara.kaye@austinjewishacademy.org

Anna Bull,PE and Athletics
anna.bull@austinjewishacademy.org

Michele RosenTechnology
michele.rosen@austinjewishacademy.org
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Claudia Gibsonl_ibrarian
claudia.gibson@austinjewishacademy.org

Rachael Stavchanskiprama
Rachael.stavchansky@austinjewishacademy.org

Esther Rosner Sokoloff,earning Lab Specialist
esther.rosner@austinjewishacademy.org



6" Grade Schedule

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs

7:45 AM | 8:00 AM | Homeroom
8:00 AM | 8:45 AM | Torah Svc (M,Th), PE (Tu), Music/Art (W)
8:45 AM | 9:45 AM | Math
9:45 AM | 10:30 AM | Hebrew
10:30 AM | 11:15 AM | Science
11:15 AM | 11:45 AM | Lunch
11:45 AM | 12:30 PM | Judaics (M,Tu,W), Music/Art (Th)
12:30 PM | 1:15 PM | Literature
1:15PM | 2:00 PM | Writing
2:00 PM | 2:45PM | Social Studies
2:45PM | 3:30 PM | 6th Grade Block **
Friday
7:45 AM | 8:00 AM | Homeroom
8:00 AM | 8:45 AM | Math
8:45 AM | 9:30 AM | Hebrew
9:30 AM | 10:15 AM | Language Arts
10:15 AM | 11:00 AM | Social Studies
11:00 AM | 11:45 AM | Judaics
11:45 AM | 12:30 PM | Lunch - Speaker's Bureau
12:30 PM | 12:45 PM | Recess
1245 PM | 1:30 PM | PE
1:30PM | 2:15 PM | Science
2:15PM | 2:45PM | Kabbalat Shabbat
2:45PM | 3:00 PM | Homeroom

** Trimester 1: Drama (M), Model UN (Tu), Zion (W,Th)

Trimester 2: Model UN (M, Th), Library (Tu,W)
Trimester 3: Tech (M, Tu,W, Th)
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IMPORTANT 6 " GRADE INFORMATION

Student Expectations:
In all classes, students are expected to:
1) Respect themselves, others, and the working enwieon of the classroom.
2) Come to class on time, with the appropriate mdteria
3) Help yourself by helping others.
4) Complete all required assignments to the bestef Hbility and to be handed in on the
required due date.
5) Participate in class discussions and activities.

Honoring these expectations will make class a reajeyable and rewarding place for all.

Homework:

Homework is expected to be completed by the redudree date. Any student whose work is
incomplete will not be eligible for full credit. k& work will only be eligible for a maximum of
85% for the first day late and an additional 15%uized for the ¥ day.

Absences and Late Work:
Students are allowed as many days that they midass to make up that missed work.
In short, if a student misses 2 days of class b@exe 2 days to complete the missed assignments.

Link to TEKS (TX Essential Knowledge and Skills):
A complete list of all learning objectives can berid at the following website:
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/teks

AJA 6" GRADE LITERATURE AND WRITING
Mr. Hines

Introduction:

As you know, literature analysis is a foundatioglaiment for the genesis of critical thinking
among adolescents and writing remains the mosaf@etzmeans for the expression of opinion.
Therefore, as Middle School is a student’s firgierience with continuous exposure and
application to both creative and critical readimgl avriting, the focus of the class is on
establishing proficiency in both areas and on mhiog them with new tools to dissect more
advanced works in future Middle School and Uppédrdst level Language Arts classes.

Units:
» Grammar/Writing Mechanics — the beginning elements of punctuation and sesten
structure are introduced as a means to create ¢leancise and effective sentences and
paragraphs
« Vocabulary — emphasizing and modeling vocabulary expansiadhe@$soundation for
providing depth in students’ writing as well as @arifying meaning

Sixth Grade Curriculum Guide
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* Reading— analysis begins with the core summer literaturd with selected short stories so
students can learn to identify basic structure fsas plot lines, climax, denouement) and
develop character understanding before they moweaii@ into core literature to address
more abstract ideas such as theme and symbolism

* Writing — understanding the fundamental elements and & dparoach to constructing
effective persuasive paragraphs and/or essays

Core Literature:

Short Story Collection
“Through the Tunnel”
“The Necklace”

“A Summer’s Reading”

Beowulf

The Giver

Poetry

Mythology

Grammar/Language Resources:
Write Source 2000
Great Source Skills Book
Daily Analogies
Sitton Spelling

Materials:
Students are required to bring the following maiderto class each day:

1. Student Planner/Assignment Book
2. Writing Instrument

3. Notebook

4. Writing Journal

5. Subject Folder

Grading:

Grades will be weighted as follows and will be eateinto Renweb:
Class work 15%
Homework 15%
Quizzes 20%
Tests/Essays/Projects 50%

Returned Work:

Graded assignments should be kept in their binder @ separate folder. This will give them
study materials to use in preparation for teststd'and quizzes and other major assessments will
be returned to students in their Monday Take Howlddfs.
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6" GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES
Mr. Webber

Level Six social studies examines world civilizatgocand the impact of their respective histories
on their current development today. Beginning vaithintroduction to the importance of
geography in determining societal expansion, stisdevaluate the “whys” and “hows” of

growth and declivity for each respective region determine whether necessity is the mother of
invention, or does invention become the mothereafessity?

Units:
- Early Humans/Migration

Earliest Civilizations/Fertile Crescent

Ancient Egypt

Ancient Israel

Ancient China

Greek/Roman Empires

Materials:

Students are required to bring the following maierio class each day:
Student Planner/Assignment Book
Writing Instrument
Notebook

Grading:

Grades will be weighted as follows and will be eateinto Renweb:
Class work/In-class projects 45%
Tests/Quizzes 45%
Homework 10%

Returned Work:

Graded assignments should be kept in their binder @ separate folder. This will give them
study materials to use in preparation for teststd'and quizzes and other major assessments will
be returned to students in their Monday Take Howlddfs.

AJA 6" GRADE SCIENCE
Mr. Castro

This course takes place in the Becker Science €anJA and will examine different aspects

of the earth sciences such as Plate Tectonicspi@tny, and Meteorology. Students will use
the Scientific Method to pose questions, desigregrgents, collect data, analyze the results and
draw conclusions. Investigations, laboratoryesxpents and demonstrations will be an
integral part of exploring, understanding, and apting the world around us.

Topics:
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Landforms and Mapping - Geologic History of Texas

Crystals and Minerals - Weather

Rock Cycle - Solar System

Plate Tectonics - Stars and Galaxies
History of Earth - Astronomy

Student Expectations:
Students are expected to:
1) Respect themselves, others, and the working enwieon of the classroom.
2) Come to class on time with the appropriate material
3) Help themselves by helping others.
4) Abide by all safety guidelines at all times.

Honoring these expectations will make class a reajeyable and rewarding place for all.

Materials:
Students should bring the following supplies tsslaach day:
Textbook for this course.
Science notebooks.
Paper and writing implements. Work done in neefiective, or fluorescent ink will not
be accepted.
All work to be turned in.

Science Notebooks:

Students are expected keep a science notebooknotéleook will be used for class notes,
brainstorming, journal entries, vocabulary listsd &lassroom handouts. A student may wish to
use a separate spiral bound notebook instead ioflah Each day’s entries or notes should be
dated and kept in chronological order. See Notkliaagidelines handout for more specifics.

Grading:
Grades will be based on these percentage breakdmvehwill be entered into Renweb:
Homework, Quizzes and Notebooks 50%

(Homework can be problems from the book, worksheetslassroom based activities.
Quizzes may consist of vocabulary quizzes or goestbased on the previous night’s
reading but can also be short- term projects agstigations.)

Assessments 50%

(Assessments will consist of unit exams, laboravaenye-ups, or projects/presentations.)

Homework:

Homework assignments, unless otherwise indicatédbg/due the day after it is assigned.
Students are expected to come to class with tloarelivork completed by the start of class.
Failure to do so will result in partial credit fibvat assignment. Students should write their name,
and class in the upper right hand corner of thepgp. The assignment should be written on the
first line of their paper, including a page numbad the questions assigned if applicable.

Please check RenWeb or your child’s planner tatseelay’s homework assignments.
Sixth Grade Curriculum Guide
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Absent Work:

You will be given a number of days equal to the banof days missed to make up work after
an excused absence. After that, assignments @vbisidered late and marked off accordingly.
If more time is needed, it is up to the studentasiofor an extension prior to the day the
homework is due. Students should write ABSENThattop of their assignment and turn it in to
the Absent/Late Box for their class for full credit

Late Work:

Work, which is turned in after the due date, wél dounted as late. Papers, which do not have
the proper heading or are illegibly written, wi# marked off as well. Assignments which are
late will receive a 15 point reduction in grade gday for the first two days. After the second
day, a late assignment can earn a maximum of 5(8tudents should turn in all late work into
the Absent/Late Box for their class.

Returned Work:
Students should keep all corrected and returnecelvamk assignments, quizzes, and tests in a
section in their binder or in a separate folder.

6" GRADE MATH
Ms. Osofsky

In this class we will examine numbers, equations, @ata. We will use a variety of methods to
learn new objectives in class. Students will pgytite in group and individual challenges
throughout the school year. In addition to regtésts and quizzes students will complete
projects that incorporate math objectives learmetiass this year.

Units:
- Whole Numbers and Exponents

Variables, Expressions, and

Equations

Decimals

Number Theory and Fractions

Fraction Operations

Collecting and Displaying Data

Plane Geometry

Ratio, Proportion, and Percent

Integers

Perimeter, Area, Volume

Probability

Functions and Coordinate Geometry

Sixth Grade Curriculum Guide
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Materials:

Students should bring the following supplies tsslaach day:
The textbook for this course. NOTE: remove linewttiextbook for home use
A notebook, folder, or three ring binder for organg class materials.
Assignment book

Grading:

Grades will be based on these percentage breakdamvehwill be entered into Renweb.
Homework 25%
(Homework can be problems from the book, worksheetether activities.)
Quizzes 15%
(Quizzes will consist of mid-chapter quizzes, pojzzes or short-term projects.)
Tests and Assessments 60%

(Tests will mainly be chapter tests but may alséobg-term projects or reports.)

Homework:

Homework will be corrected the next class peridehy student whose work is incomplete will
only be eligible for a maximum of 85% (see MS Hamaly). Students must correct the work and
answer for each problem missed.

Optional Challenge Activities:

Every time a new objective is covered students apse to complete an optional challenge
activity. This challenge extends the objectivared in class, and is due, along with the
homework, the next class period. Students earnspaints based on the accuracy of the
challenge activity. Up to 5 bonus points can ke per activity. These bonus points are
added to the student’s lowest homework grade.

Returned Work:

Once a week students will receive graded papens Ms. O. Students should keep all corrected
and returned homework assignments, quizzes, atglites section in their binder or in a
separate folder. This will give them study materta use in preparation for tests.

AJA 6" GRADE JUDAICS
Rabbi Kirzner

Chagim/Holidays:

We will look at the Jewish holiday cycle from thergpective of history. Students will study the
holidays with a view to gaining an historical pexsfive of the holidays both religiously and
socially.

TaNaK:

Students will focus their study this year on thelbof Devarim(Deuteronomy). They will
explore the major themes and events of the bodk avfbocus on the Israelites’ preparations to
enter the land of Canaan. Students will look at B@varimis a retelling of the first four books
of the Torah and will study its unique contributimnthe development of our ancestors’ religious
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development. This year students will have a maior on the Prophets. They will explore the
times and political situations in which many of #ephets lived and preached and how their
prophecies reflect Jewish values. Using creatikigng, skits and debates, students will have
the opportunity to demonstrate their understandintpe prophetic role in Jewish life and
thought.

Rabbinics:

Students will have the opportunity to look at tlevelopment of Rabbinic Law. They will study
the major Rabbinic personalities of the era as a®lhe historical context in which they wrote.
Using specific Mishnaic texts, they will look intiee problems of daily life with which the rabbis
were concerned.

Jewish History:

This year the students’ studies will focus on Javistory around the world from ancient to
modern times. We will integrate this focus witkithgeneral history studies which focus on the
ancient world. In particular, students will hate bpportunity to look at the Jews of China in
the city of Keifeng.

Tefillah

The goal inTefillah (prayer) is to both develop a level comfort anafigiency (Keval) and an
understanding and feel of and for the Jewish mdgeayer Kavannal). Students will
participate in a twice weekly Torah service at vihticey will demonstrate their skills by leading
the service and by continuing to read from the fhora

Jewish Living:

In addition to studying the history and meaningibeiBar/Bat Mitzvah preparation, students
will have the opportunity to study Jewish Multi-@uism with a new prograni,hrough the
Jewish Lens.In association with Ginny Belofsky, a professioplaotographer in Austin,
students will study photos of Jews around the wand evaluate them both artistically and for
Jewish content. During the course they will haaads-on time for special projects with a
camera. Their work will be displayed later in ffear.

Homework:

Homework may be assigned on any day and shouldittervdown in the students’ assignment
notebook. Assignments will primarily deal with reaal studied in class. Occasionally,
assignments may involve reading at home and/orrypities for research and for working with
their parents. Homework assignments will be caerad late if not submitted on the due date
and will be graded accordingly. Homework assignisi@nd grades will be posted on Renweb.
| encourage parents to review their student’s veor#t to contact me with any questions.

AJA MS HEBREW A
Rabbi Brody

In Hebrew A, instruction will focus on the buildimgnd expansion of Hebrew vocabulary and
colloquial expressions, as well as the developroéfindamental language skills. The students
will play many games to review and practice the mewds and phrases that we will be studying
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each week. They will also create their own shmtias using terms learned during the week to
reinforce their learning.

Participation in class is vital. This is where #tedents will practice their auditory and
conversational skills. Students are expected tagltheir Hebrew class materials every day to
class.

Homework will be a review of what was covered ia thassroom. Please note that homework
will be given most days during the school week.older to learn a language well, it must be
reviewed more than once a day. Practice at honmetngéingthen the students’ Hebrew.

AJA MS HEBREW B
Mrs. Shieber

The goal of Hebrew B is to help students consadicgkills with progressively higher levels of
mastery and fluency in speaking, listening, readamgl writing. We will be speaking and using
Hebrew in class whenever possible. We will workwatvariety of materials from both
educational and natural language sources inclugixig, worksheets, stories, music, websites,
videos, newspapers, etc. We want to build studemifart in negotiating real-life Israeli

Hebrew. Hebrew B emphasizes a more systematic stugirammar to build the foundation for
life-long study. In reading and writing we prestatger and more sophisticated assignments; for
example, writing a paragraph rather than a senfemssvering questions in Hebrew about a
reading passage, etc. The class is very interagaiivework in pairs and small groups, lots of
conversational drills, learning games, dramatienntetation, etc.

AJA MS HEBREW C
Mrs. Ruiz

Content/Themes:

Students will strengthen their listening, speakiegding and writing skills so they can become
fluent. Our curriculumChaverim B'ivrit,is highly acclaimed and used widely across North
America. The program is based on the communicatpproach which is guided by three
aspects:

Psycholinguistic, the knowledge acquired througiiieng an additional language
Educational, focuses on the child’s world
Social-Cultural, special attention is given to thtural background of Jewish children

To meet our children’s needs, and in accord withdifferentiation philosophy, we will also
supplement this curriculum with teacher generatatenmals.

Homework may be assigned on any weekday (exceiridays), and as needed; please remind
your child to check his/her Hebrew Red (To Do!8)der daily. Homework will always be a
review of what was taught in class and therefooey ghild should be able to do it
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independently. If that is not the case, pleasamdhe assignment with a short note letting me
know that your child needed some support.

Graded work will be sent home on Mondays in thadnaittal envelope. Please review all work
and let us know if you have any questions. Stuglgmnades will be posted on Renweb.

AJA MS HEBREW D
Mrs. Gubani

In Hebrew classes, we will use different typesexts and genres to enrich our vocabulary and to
be able to express ourselves fluently and coherentl
The following topics will be addressed:

appropriate definition of words
opposites

synonyms

The main idea in text or paragraph
chain of events

completing sentences

noticing details in text

following instructions carefully
sayings and their meaning
parables/fables and their moral
punctuation

fitting a text with its appropriate title
creative/expressive writing
Literary analysis of poetry

parts of speech

direct and indirect speech

sorting by categories

idioms and phrases

cause and effect

working with a dictionary

AJA 6™ GRADE FINE ARTS
Mrs. Kaye

In 6™ Grade the students will have an opportunity tdcba their artistic and musical skills
while intertwining the two. They will learn more\aahced songs on the keyboards and bar
instruments (i.e. xylophone), as well as work onals with melody lines and chords. They will
sing more complex songs and learn to create hasaorihey will explore new artists and styles
and learn important techniques such as shadingppions, and vanishing points. They will
create projects based on world cultures and a&rtistivements using a variety of media.
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AJA 6" GRADE LIBRARY
Mrs. Gibson

This year, sixth through eighth grade students @atth have at least one trimester of library
class. In library class, middle school students$ aelelop research skills that will be vital as
they continue on in high school, college and bey@&@tddents will receive lessons in research
strategies, using both print and electronic resegirds much as possible, this will be tied in with
ongoing grade research projects. And as alwaysjlmgthool students will be encouraged to
explore the library’s growing young adult fictionganon-fiction book collection.

AJA 6™ GRADE DRAMA
Mrs. Stavchansky

INTRODUCTION:

Sixth grade students are meeting once a week dtirenfyrst trimester for drama. In the course,
students will develop performance skills in theaaref voice and diction, character movement,
improvisation, and acting. They will also be wardito devise an original performance for their
first grade buddies to be shared at the end diitmester. Grades will be based on participation,
completion of homework, and in-class assessments.

MUSICAL:

Sixth Grade students are also eligible to partieipa AJA’s after school musical. Auditions are
coming the first week of November, and the play b performed March 16. Rehearsals are
twice a week 3:45-5:00pm, days TBA. All interesstddents who sign up are guaranteed a role,
although auditions will determine role placemenhis year students who are interested in
technical theater will have the opportunity to signfor a weekly tech crew session after school
during one of the rehearsal days. Although the hias not yet been announced, hints are being
offered to the students. Keep your ears operhdahnouncement.

AJA 6" GRADE TECHNOLOGY
Ms. Rosen

“To live, learn, and work successfully in an iniegly complex and information-rich society,
students must be able to use technology effectively

At AJA, our goal is that technology will enable déuts to become:
Capable information technology users
Information seekers, analyzers, and evaluators
Problem solvers and decision makers
Creative and effective users of productivity tools
Communicators, collaborators, publishers, and precu
Informed, responsible, and contributing citizens
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To ensure that this occurs, AJA uses the newly tgod@/2007) National Educational
Technology Standards for Students (NETSeS), whaohlie accessed at the following site:
http://www.iste.org/Content/NavigationMenu/NETS/Baudents/2007Standards/NETS_for_Students _2007.htm
Technology will be integrated into the other cuntar areas when appropriate. Samﬂiegfade
activities include:
Sample & grade activities may include:

Internet research on Jews immigrating to America

Writing reports and creative writing using MS Word

Designing and filming Public Service Announcements

AJA 6" GRADE PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Coach Bull

Austin Jewish Academy’s physical education curuculprovides a comprehensive program
from kindergarten through‘%rade, with a strong emphasis on movement devedapraport
specific skills, teamwork and promoting a physigalttive lifestyle.

The primary objectives are:
- Tonstill a joy for physical fitness in each chtleat will be continued throughout their
life
To develop coordination, strength, flexibility, aaddurance
To provide opportunities for leadership, sportsrhgmsand team building
To develop the skills used in many different indival and team sports
To develop a sense of fair play and cooperatiarhitdren and the ability to work in
groups
To provide opportunities for integration of P.Ethwother subject areas
To provide students with the necessary skills @ ghem the opportunity to participate
in AJA athletics

The Physical Education Program is designed to theebeeds of all students. Sportsmanship,
cooperation, teamwork, listening skills, safetysibanovement, rhythmic movement, and
creative movement will be emphasized. We hope gbildren will come home to tell you and
show you what they have been doing in P.E.

Some of the activities your children will be expdse are: ball handling skills, perceptual motor
skills, fitness activities, fithess and nutritiomaincepts, soccer, football, basketball, tennis,
volleyball, and track and field.

Sample Expectations for & Grade
The Student will be able to:
Improve and track their progress through fitnesing and games.
Properly warm up and stretch.
Demonstrate efficient skills and understandingutés, in each of the different sports
practiced in class.
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Be physically active at home and understand thg term affect of physical activity
Match different types of physical activity with Hmarelated fithess components

By stressing the joy and rewards of physical afgtiliehaviors can be developed that last a
lifetime. The majority of activities for thé"6graders are designed to work in teams and promote
their physical fithess and develop their knowledgd skills used in many different sports.

AJA Diverse Learner Program
Mrs. Rosner Sokoloff

The Diverse Learner Program provides support td"K@de students in three primary areas.
The first includes children who have a demonstré&aching need and require either a
modification or an accommaodation in order to susfidly engage the curriculum. Students
attend on a regular basis until such time as thpat is no longer necessary to be successful in
the classroom. Parents are involved in the decisidrave their child receive this support and
are provided with regular updates as to their &hibdogress.

The second component of the Diverse Learner progmaatves supporting our English
Language Learners (ELL). These students, for whogligh is a second or subsequent
language, receive support in English language atan that allows them to move towards
integration into an English-speaking school envinent. Studies have shown that immersion is
a very powerful approach for second language dewedmt. At AJA, ELL students have the
benefit of both immersion as well as individualsanall group instruction.

The third component of the Diverse Learner progiamlves serving our Advanced Learner.
This piece has been designed to meet the needidldifenn who need more enrichment than what
is being provided in the classroom. The goal efAldvanced Learner Program is to create
challenges for these students in their area(9)tefest through acceleration or enrichment.
Students have the opportunity to extend the prejgohe in the Learning Lab to their own home
and classroom when time allows. Homework maybeideal in place of class assignments.

The learning lab teacher will also work very clgseith other teachers and specialists to support
the specific student’s needs. Usually the leartabgeacher will work with small groups.
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