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Welcome to Back-To-School Night! In this packeiuywill find student resource information as
well as seventh-grade course descriptions and ljuede The seventh-grade team is looking
forward to a fabulous year!

IMPORTANT 7 ™ GRADE INFORMATION

TEXAS ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS (TEKS):
A complete list of all learning objectives can berid at the following website:
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/teks

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS
Honoring these expectations will make class a reajeyable and rewarding place for all.
Students are expected to:
1) Respect themselves, others, and the working enwieon of the classroom.
2) Come to class on time, with the appropriate mdteria
3) Help themselves by helping others.
4) Complete all required assignments to the bestef Hbility and to be handed in on the
required due date.
5) Participate in class discussions and activities.

HOMEWORK

Homework is expected to be completed by the redudree date. Any student whose work is
incomplete will not be eligible for full credit. kawork will only be eligible for a maximum of
85% for the first day late and an additional 15np®ideducted for the'2day (see MS
Handbook).

ABSENCES AND LATE WORK
Students are allowed as many days that they midass to make up that missed work.
In short, if a student misses 2 days of class b@exe 2 days to complete the missed assignments.
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The Seventh Grade Team

The best way to reach any teacher is through envail may also leave a message for a teacher

by calling 512-735-8350.

Faculty bios are located on the AJA website —

Ben HineslLiterature and Writing
ben.hines@austinjewishacademy.org

Jesse Castr&cience
jesse.castro@austinjewishacademy.org

Mark WebberSocial Studies
mark.webber@austinjewishacademy.org

Rabbi Robert KirznetHomeroom and Judaics
robert.kirzner@austinjewishacademy.org

Rabbi Rick BrodyHebrew A
rick.brody@austinjewishacademy.org

Rivka ShieberHebrew B
rivka.shieber@austinjewishacademy.org

Orit Yehezkel-RuizHebrew C
orit.yehezkel-ruiz@austinjewishacademy.org

Orli Gubani,Hebrew D
orli.gubani@austinjewishacademy.org

Specialists

Sara KayeFine Arts
sara.kaye@austinjewishacademy.org

Anna Bull,PE and Athletics
anna.bull@austinjewishacademy.org

Michele RosenTechnology
michele.rosen@austinjewishacademy.org
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Claudia Gibsonl_ibrarian
claudia.gibson@austinjewishacademy.org

Rachael Stavchanskirama
Rachael.stavchansky@austinjewishacademy.org

Esther Rosner Sokoloff,earning Lab Specialist
esther.rosner@austinjewishacademy.org



7" Grade Schedule

8-Sep-09 Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs
7:45 AM 8:00 AM | Homeroom
8:00 AM 8:45 AM | Torah Svc (M,Th), Music/Art (Tu), PE (W)
8:45 AM 9:45 AM | Math
9:45 AM 10:30 AM | Hebrew
10:30 AM 11:15 AM | Literature
11:15 AM 11:45 AM | Lunch
11:45 AM 12:30 PM | Science
12:30 PM 1:15 PM | Judaics
1.15 PM 2:00 PM | Social Studies
2:00 PM 2:45 PM | Writing
2:45 PM 3:30 PM | 7th Grade Block **
Friday
7:45 AM 8:00 AM | Homeroom
8:00 AM 8:45 AM | Math
8:45 AM 9:30 AM | Hebrew
9:30 AM 10:15 AM | Social Studies
10:15 AM 11:00 AM | Language Arts
11:00 AM 11:45 AM | Science
11:45 AM | 12:30 PM | Lunch - Speaker's Bureau
12:30 PM 12:45 PM | Recess
12:45 PM 1:30 PM | Music / Art
1:.30 PM 2:15 PM | PE
2:15 PM 2:45 PM | Kabbalat Shabbat
2:45 PM 3:00 PM | Homeroom

** Trimester 1: Tech (M, Th), Library (Tu,W)
Trimester 2: Tech (M, Th), Holocaust (Tu,W)
Trimester 3: Drama (M), Zion (Tu,Th), Holocaust (W)
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AJA 7" GRADE LITERATURE AND WRITING
Mr. Hines

Literature analysis is a foundational element fa genesis of critical thinking among
adolescents and writing remains the most prevahaains for expression of ideas and opinions.
Thus, building upon the skills and knowledge acepliduring their 6 grade year, % grade
Language Arts students delve deeper into the atbstral thematic connections between various
works of literature striving to formulate accuratedictions and notable hypotheses. In fact, the
writing component, although continuing its emphasislarity, stresses more ardently the
importance of a substantive thesis supported \aitlgible evidence from the author him/herself.
Structurally, students learn to expand their argusi&om cogent and compelling paragraphs to
short, but lucid essays demonstrating laudablglmsi

Units:
Grammar/Writing Mechanics — punctuation and sentence structure are restbiag a
means to create clear, concise and effective seeseand paragraphs
Vocabulary — emphasizing and modeling vocabulary expansahefoundation for
providing depth in students’ writing as well as &barifying meaning
Reading— analysis begins with the core summer literatune with selected short stories
so students can review basic elements (such afin@s, climax, denouement) and
develop some thematic understanding before theyerfaaward into core literature to
address more difficult themes and symbols
Writing — understanding the fundamental elements andi6dpproach to constructing
effective persuasive paragraphs and/or essays

Core Literature:
Diary of a Young Girl
Short Stories
Of Mice and Men
Flowers for Algernon
Poetry
Tao of Pooh
Life of Pi
Romeo and Juliet

Grammar/Language Resources:
Write Source 2000
Great Source Skills Book

Materials:
Students are required to bring the following maiterto class each day:
* Student Planner/Assignment Book
* Writing Instrument
» Notebook
* Writing Journal
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Grading:
Grades will be weighted as follows and will be eateinto Renweb:

Class work 15%
Homework 15%
Quizzes 20%
Tests/Essays/Projects 50%

Returned Work:

Graded assignments should be kept in their binder @ separate folder. This will give them
study materials to use in preparation for testsessadys. Tests and quizzes and other major
assessments will be returned to students in themddy Take Home Folders.

AJA PRE-ALGEBRA
Ms. Rosen

In Pre-Algebra the primary focal points are usingportional relationships in number,
geometry, measurement, and probability; applyingdjtamh, subtraction, multiplication, and
division of decimals, fractions, and integers; asthg statistical measures to describe data
Students will build a foundation of basic undergiiags in number, operation, and quantitative
reasoning; patterns, relationships, and algebnaiking; geometry and spatial reasoning;
measurement; probability and statistics.

MATERIALS
Students should bring the following supplies tsslaach day:
textbook for this course
three ring binder with loose leaf lined paper
pencil and eraser
assignment book

GRADING

Grades will be based on the following percentagakuowns and will be entered into Renweb:
Homework 15%
Class work 25%

Tests/Quizzes 60%

Students are expected to keep all completed wottkein binder. Quizzes/tests may include
current work, previous concepts, and prior homewlmg&luding homework will help ensure that
students are organized.

CHALLENGE PROBLEMS
Challenge problems are optional higher level thigkactivities. As on all work, students must
show how they arrived at the answer.
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HOMEWORK
Homework will be assigned daily. It is due the daling class day unless otherwise indicated by
me. Homework should include:

Name

Date

Page number
Homework may be problems from the book, worksheetagtivities.**Unless otherwise
indicated, students must show how they arrived atieir answer on all work** If work is not
shown, only partial credit will be given. All wodhould be neatly completed with a “regular”
black lead pencil.

AJA 7" GRADE SCIENCE
Mr. Castro

INTRODUCTION:

Welcome to Life Science at Austin Jewish Acaderkiis course will examine life, how
different forms of life interact, survive, and thei  Students will also investigate the biology of
different organisms, the genetics of life, popwas and extinction, and the role of Humans in
the world’s web of life. Students will use theestific method to pose questions, design
experiments, collect data, analyze the resultsdaa conclusions. Investigations, laboratory
experiments and demonstrations will be an integaal of exploring, understanding, and
appreciating the world around us.

TOPICS:

- The Scientific Method - Populations and exponential growth
Cellular Structure - Adaptations for survival and
Heredity and the Evolutionary breeding
Process - Human systems
Classifications of living organisms - Ecology
Plants
Animals

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS
Students are expected to follow the same guideforesll classes and also must:
1) Abide by all safety guidelines (Science Room Daid &ostly Don’ts) at all times.

MATERIALS:
Students should bring the following supplies tsslaach day:
- Textbook or handouts for this course.
Science notebooks.
Paper and writing implements. Work done in neefiective, or fluorescent ink will not
be accepted.
All work to be turned in.
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GRADING
Grades will be based on these percentage breakdamvehwill be entered into Renweb.

Homework, Quizzes and Notebooks 50%

(Homework may be problems from the book, workshe®tslassroom based activities.
Quizzes may consist of vocabulary quizzes or goestbased on the previous night’s
reading but can also be short term projects orsiigations.)

Assessments 50%

(Assessments will consist of unit exams, laboravaemye-ups, or projects/presentations.)

HOMEWORK CRITERIA

Homework assignments, unless otherwise indicatédbg/due the day after it is assigned.
Students are expected to come to class with tloarelivork completed by the start of class.
Failure to do so will result in partial credit fihvat assignment. Students should write their name,
class, and date in the upper right hand cornenef paper. The assignment should be written
on the first line of their paper, including a pagenber and the questions assigned if applicable.

SCIENCE NOTEBOOKS

Students are expected keep a science notebooknotéeook will be used for class notes,
brainstorming, journal entries, vocabulary listsd &lassroom handouts. A student may wish to
use a separate spiral bound notebook instead ioflerb Each day’s entries or notes should be
dated and kept in chronological order. See Notkl&adelines handout for more specifics.

ABSENT WORK

Students will be given a number of days equal ¢éonlimber of days missed to make up work
after an excused absence. After that, assignmlhise considered late and marked off
accordingly. If more time is needed, it is uphe students to ask for an extension prior to the
day the homework is due. Students should writ&BRT at the top of their assignment and
turn it in to the Absent/Late Box for their class full credit.

LATE WORK

Work, which is turned in after the due date, wél dounted as late. Papers, which do not have
the proper heading or are illegibly written, wi# marked off as well. Assignments which are
late will receive a 15 point reduction in grade gay up to a maximum of 50% off. Students
should turn in all late work into the Absent/Latex&or their class.

RETURNED WORK
Students should keep all corrected and returnecelvamk assignments, quizzes, and tests in a
section in their binder or in a separate folder.
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AJA 7" GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES
Mr. Webber

MATERIALS

Celebrating Texagublished by McDougal Littell, will be the mairnxtbook for this course.
Supplemental materials will accompany it whenegrapriate. In addition, | will be
collaborating with Rabbi Kirzner to introduce maaés related to the immigration of Jewish
families through the Port of Galveston, Texas.

UNITS OF STUDY
- Statehood

Pre-Civil War
Civil War
Reconstruction
Frontier War
Ranching
Cotton
New Industry
Qil
Reform
WWiI
Depression — WWII
Modern Era
Economic Change
Government

GRADING

Grades will be based on these percentage breakdmvehwill be entered into Renweb.
Exams 50%
Homework  20%
Participation 30%

Supplemental work will accompany the reading ofcepexl chapters. Discussion or study guide
guestions and review worksheets will be distribwtdxgn appropriate. Exams will be in varied
format: multiple choice, short answer, and essastions.

FIELD TRIPS

Several field trips, mainly to local points of inést, will be scheduled. Such possible excursions
include but are not limited to the following: TBeb Bullock Texas State History Museum, the
Texas Memorial Museum, the State Capitol, the T&tage Cemetery, etc. You will be notified
well in advance of any scheduled outing.
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AJA 7" GRADE JUDAICS
Rabbi Kirzner

CHAGIM/HOLIDAYS

Students will look at th€hagim(Holidays) from the viewpoint of modern practiddow do
practices among Jews differ both from their redgedroups and from ancient practice? The
Seventh graders will be responsible for erectingAlA Sukkah this year and will help lead
other school celebrations throughout the year.

TaNaK

Students will focus their study this year on theloof Vayikra(Leviticus). They will explore
the role of theCohanim(Priests) and Levites in the religious life of eemt Israel as well as the
importance of the Temple in Jewish ritual and law.

RABBINICS

Students will have the opportunity to delve iM@shnahandTalmud. Continuing from their

sixth grade experience, they will focus on the malslconcepts of possession and ownership as
found in the MishnalBaba Metziah They will compare and contrdgishnaicrabbinic law

with the legal system in the United States as agltonduct their own moot court of Jewish law.

JEWISH HISTORY AND MINI-UNIT

The students’ major focus in history will be thepmet the Holocaust and its survivors have had
on Jewish life in the twenty-first century. Usithge multimedia curriculunkchoes and
Reflectionsstudents will learn the difference between primamg secondary sources and will
study first person accounts of experiences duhagjtime. They will also view additional films
and resources related to the Holocaust. This caloss not dwell on the horrors of the
Holocaust. Rather it helps the student understamdhistorical roots of the event as well as its
impact on modern Jewry.

TEFILLAH

The goal inTefillah (prayer) is to both develop a level comfort anafigiency (Keval) and an
understanding and feel of and for the Jewish mdgeayer Kavannal). Students will attend a
twice weekly Torah service where they will have tipportunity to lead the service and to
continue to develop their skill at reading from Tmrah.

JEWISH LIVING

Students will have the opportunity to delve inlie theaning and practice of Judaism in their
own lives. Using Shabbat as the model, and inikgepith our philosophy as a Community
Day School, they will work on developing their odewish practices within the context of their
respective families.

HOMEWORK

Homework may be assigned on any day and shouldittervdown in the students’ assignment
notebook. Assignments will primarily deal with reaal studied in class. Occasionally,
assignments may involve reading at home and/orypities for research and for working with
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their parents. Homework assignments will be caerad late if not submitted on the due date
and will be graded accordingly. Homework assignisi@nd grades will be posted on Renweb.
| encourage parents to review their student’s veor#t to contact me with any questions.

AJA MS HEBREW A
Rabbi Brody

In Hebrew A, instruction will focus on the buildirgnd expansion of Hebrew vocabulary and
colloquial expressions, as well as the developroehindamental language skills. The students
will play many games to review and practice the mewds and phrases that we will be studying
each week. They will also create their own shmties using terms learned during the week to
reinforce their learning.

Participation in class is vital. This is where gtedents will practice their auditory and
conversational skills. Students are expected tagltheir Hebrew class materials every day to
class.

Homework will be a review of what was covered ia thassroom. Please note that homework
will be given most days during the school week older to learn a language well, it must be
reviewed more than once a day. Practice at hometngéingthen the students’ Hebrew.

AJA MS HEBREW B
Mrs. Shieber

The goal of Hebrew B is to help students consadigkills with progressively higher levels of
mastery and fluency in speaking, listening, readamgl writing. We will be speaking and using
Hebrew in class whenever possible. We will workwatvariety of materials from both
educational and natural language sources inclugixig, worksheets, stories, music, websites,
videos, newspapers, etc. We want to build studemifart in negotiating real-life Israeli

Hebrew. Hebrew B emphasizes a more systematic stugnammar to build the foundation for
life-long study. In reading and writing we prestatger and more sophisticated assignments; for
example, writing a paragraph rather than a senfemssvering questions in Hebrew about a
reading passage, etc. The class is very interagaiivework in pairs and small groups, lots of
conversational drills, learning games, dramatienntetation, etc.

AJA MS HEBREW C
Mrs. Ruiz

Content/Themes:

Students will strengthen their listening, speakiregding and writing skills so they can become
fluent. Our curriculumChaverim B'ivrit is highly acclaimed and used widely across North
America. The program is based on the communicatpproach which is guided by three
aspects:
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Psycholinguistic, the knowledge acquired througiiieng an additional language
Educational, focuses on the child’s world
Social- Cultural, special attention is given to thdtural background of Jewish children

To meet our children’s needs, and in accord withdifferentiation philosophy, we will also
supplement this curriculum with teacher generatatenmals.

Homework may be assigned on any weekday (exceiridays), and as needed; please remind
your child to check his/her Hebrew Red (To Do!8)der daily. Homework will always be a
review of what was taught in class and therefooey ¢hild should be able to do it
independently. If that is not the case, pleasamdhe assignment with a short note letting me
know that your child needed some support.

Graded work will be sent home on Mondays in thadnaittal envelope. Please review all work
and let us know if you have any questions. Stugdgnades will be posted on Renweb.

AJA MS HEBREW D
Mrs. Gubani

In Hebrew classes, we will use different typesexts and genres to enrich our vocabulary and to
be able to express ourselves fluently and cohgreriten reading, writing, listening, and
speaking.

The following topics will be addressed:

appropriate definition of words - punctuation

opposites - fitting a text with its appropriate title
synonyms - creative/expressive writing

The main idea in text or paragraph - Literary analysis of poetry

chain of events - parts of speech

completing sentences - direct and indirect speech

noticing details in text - sorting by categories

following instructions carefully - idioms and phrases

sayings and their meaning - cause and effect

parables/fables and their moral - working with a dictionary
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AJA 7" GRADE PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Coach Bull

Austin Jewish Academy’s physical education curuculprovides a comprehensive program
from kindergarten through"8grade, with a strong emphasis on movement devedopraport
specific skills, teamwork and promoting a physigalttive lifestyle.

The prlmary objectives are:
To instill a joy for physical fitness in each chtliat will be continued throughout their
life
To develop coordination, strength, flexibility, aeddurance
To provide opportunities for leadership, sportsrhigmsand team building
To develop the skills used in many different indival and team sports
To develop a sense of fair play and cooperatiarhitdren and the ability to work in
groups
To provide opportunities for integration of P.Ethwother subject areas
To provide students with the necessary skills @ ghem the opportunity to participate
in AJA athletics

The Physical Education Program is designed to theebeeds of all students. Sportsmanship,
cooperation, teamwork, listening skills, safetysibanovement, rhythmic movement, and
creative movement will be emphasized. We hope gbildren will come home to tell you and
show you they have been doing in P.E.

Some of the activities your children will be expdse are: ball handling skills, perceptual motor
skills, fitness activities, fithess and nutritioraincepts, soccer, football, basketball, tennif, go
volleyball, and track and field.

Sample Expectations for ¥ Grade
The Student will be able to:
- Improve and track their progress through fitnessirig and games.
Properly warm up and stretch.
Demonstrate efficient skills and understandingubés, in each of the different sports
practiced in class.
Be physically active at home and understand thg term affect of physical activity
Match different types of physical activity with Hmarelated fithess components

By stressing the joy and rewards of physical afgtiliehaviors can be developed that last a
lifetime. The majority of activities for the' fraders are designed to work in teams and promote
their physical fitness and develop their knowledgd skills used in many different sports.
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AJA 7" FINE ARTS
Mrs. Kaye

In 7" Grade the students will have an opportunity tdcba their artistic and musical skills
while intertwining the two. They will learn more\aahced songs on the keyboards and bar
instruments (i.e. xylophone), as well as work onals with melody lines and chords. They will
sing more complex songs and learn to create hamaorfihey will explore new artists and styles
and learn important techniques such as shadingppions, and vanishing points. They will
create projects based on world cultures and a@rtistivements using a variety of media.

AJA 7" GRADE LIBRARY
Mrs. Gibson

This year, sixth through eighth grade students @dtth have at least one trimester of library
class. In library class, middle school students$ ealelop research skills that will be vital as
they continue on in high school, college and bey@&@tddents will receive lessons in research
strategies, using both print and electronic reseasirAs much as possible, this will be tied in with
ongoing grade research projects. And as alwaysjlm&thool students will be encouraged to
explore the library’s growing young adult fictioncanon-fiction book collection.

AJA 7" GRADE DRAMA
Mrs. Stavchansky

Seventh grade students will meet once a week famdrduring the second trimester. In this
class, seventh grade students will refine theifssét creating stories, characters, and dramatic
relationships through the study of improvisatiotiedatre. Students will study vocal projection
and physical pantomime. They will develop famitiawith a wide range of improvisational
performance games/exercises. The course will oidteiin a sharing of student work at the end
of the trimester.

UNITS
- Developing Spontaneity

Building and Accepting in scene work: “Yes, and...”

Story Building: Conflict and Objectives

Characters and Dramatic Relationships

Performance Skills

GRADING
Grades will be based on participation and in-céssessments.

MUSICAL
Seventh Grade students are also eligible to ppatieiin AJA’s after school musical. Auditions
are coming the first week of November, and the pldlybe performed March 16. Rehearsals
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are twice a week 3:45-5:00pm, days TBA. All instegl students who sign up are guaranteed a
role, although auditions will determine role plaaa This year students who are interested in
technical theater will have the opportunity to signfor a weekly tech crew session after school
during one of the rehearsal days. Although the lids not yet been announced, hints are being
offered to the students. Keep your ears operhiahnouncement.

AJA 7" GRADE TECHNOLOGY
Ms. Rosen

“To live, learn, and work successfully in an ingegly complex and information-rich society,
students must be able to use technology effectively

At AJA, our goal is that technology will enable gémts to become:
- Capable information technology users
Information seekers, analyzers, and evaluators
Problem solvers and decision makers
Creative and effective users of productivity tools
Communicators, collaborators, publishers, and precu
Informed, responsible, and contributing citizens

To ensure that this occurs, AJA uses the newly tgod@/2007) National Educational

Technology Standards for Students (NETSeS), whaohlie accessed at the following site:
http://www.iste.org/Content/NavigationMenu/NETS/Baudents/2007Standards/NETS_for_Students_2007.htm

Technology will be integrated into the other cuntar areas when appropriate. Samﬂie_:ﬁade
activities include:

Practicing math using online interactive websites

Creative writing using MS Word

Using email and/or video conferencing to correspait people in another county
Creating music videos

AJA Diverse Learner Program
Mrs. Rosner Sokoloff

The Diverse Learner Program provides support td"K@de students in three primary areas.
The first includes children who have a demonstré&aching need and require either a
modification or an accommaodation in order to sustidlyy engage the curriculum. Students
attend on a regular basis until such time as thpat is no longer necessary to be successful in
the classroom. Parents are involved in the decisidrave their child receive this support and
are provided with regular updates as to their &hipdogress.

The second component of the Diverse Learner progmaatves supporting our English
Language Learners (ELL). These students, for whogligh is a second or subsequent
language, receive support in English language atan that allows them to move towards
integration into an English-speaking school envinent. Studies have shown that immersion is
Seventh Grade Curriculum Guide
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a very powerful approach for second language dewedmt. At AJA, ELL students have the
benefit of both immersion as well as individualkanall group instruction.

The third component of the Diverse Learner progimamlves serving our Advanced Learner.
This piece has been designed to meet the needidldfenn who need more enrichment than what
is being provided in the classroom. The goal efAldvanced Learner Program is to create
challenges for these students in their area(9)tefest through acceleration or enrichment.
Students have the opportunity to extend the prejgohe in the Learning Lab to their own home
and classroom when time allows. Homework maybgigeal in place of class assignments.

The learning lab teacher will also work very clgseith other teachers and specialists to support
the specific student’s needs. Usually the leartabgeacher will work with small groups.
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