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Welcome to Austin Jewish Academy Back to Schoohiigin this packet, you will find
information about each class your child atten@ur dedicated Middle School team teaches a
wide range of courses which aim to challenge, emuead stimulate your'8grade child. A
complete list of all learning objectives can berfdat the following website:
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/teks

As the &' grade Advisor, | am here to give support to yaudent and provide assistance in any
way necessary. Please do not hesitate to can&dtyou have any concerns, questions, or
information which you would like me to pass onhe test of the Middle School team. | will
also be assisting the students throughout thegreauch things as our classes’ Gala Project.

To monitor your son or daughter’s performance ardigs please use the Renweb program. For
more middle school information, refer to the Mid&ehool Handbook.

Here’s to a great year!
Mr. Castro

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS
Honoring these expectations will make class a reajeyable and rewarding place for all.
Students are expected to:
1) Respect themselves, others, and the working enwieon of the classroom.
2) Come to class on time, with the appropriate mdteria
3) Help themselves by helping others.
4) Complete all required assignments to the bestef Hbility and to be handed in on the
required due date.
5) Participate in class discussions and activities.

HOMEWORK

Homework is expected to be completed by the redudree date. Any student whose work is
incomplete will not be eligible for full credit. k& work will only be eligible for a maximum of
85% for the first day late and an additional 15np®ideducted for thd'2day (see MS
Handbook).

ABSENCES AND LATE WORK
Students are allowed as many days that they midass to make up that missed work.
In short, if a student misses 2 days of class b@exe 2 days to complete the missed assignments.
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The Eighth Grade Team

The best way to reach any teacher is through enYaili may also leave a phone message by

calling 512-735-8350.

Teacher bios can be found on the AJA website wwstiajewishacademy.org.

Jesse CastréjomeroomScience and Math
jesse.castro@austinjewishacademy.org

Ben HinesLiterature and Writing,
ben.hines@austinjewishacademy.org

Mark WebberSocial Studies
mark.webber@austinjewishacademy.org

Rabbi Robert Kirznefudaics
robert.kirzner@austinjewishacademy.org

Rabbi Rick BrodyHebrew A
rick.brody@austinjewishacademy.org

Rivka ShieberHebrew B
rivka.shieber@austinjewishacademy.org

Orit Yehezkel-RuizHebrew C

orit.yehezkel-ruiz@austinjewishacademy.org

Orli Gubani,Hebrew D
orli.gubani@austinjewishacademy.org

Specialists

Sara KayeFine Arts
sara.kaye@austinjewishacademy.org

Anna Bull,PE and Athletics
anna.bull@austinjewishacademy.org

Michele RosenTechnology
michele.rosen@austinjewishacademy.org
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Claudia Gibsonl_ibrarian
claudia.gibson@austinjewishacademy.org

Rachael Stavchanskirama
Rachael.stavchansky@austinjewishacademy.org

Esther Rosner Sokoloff,earning Lab Specialist
esther.rosner@austinjewishacademy.org



8" Grade Schedule

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs

7:45 AM | 8:00 AM | Homeroom
8:00 AM | 8:45 AM | Torah Svc (M,Th), Sr. Project (Tu)**, PE (W)
8:45 AM | 9:45 AM | Math
9:45 AM | 10:30 AM | Hebrew
10:30 AM | 11:15 AM | Social Studies
11:15 AM | 11:45 AM | Lunch
11:45 AM | 12:30 PM | Literature
12:30 PM | 1:15 PM | Science
1:15PM | 2:00 PM | Judaics
2:00 PM | 2:45 PM | Health (M,Th), Music/Art (Tu), Tech (W)
2:45PM | 3:30 PM | Writing
Friday
7:45 AM | 8:00 AM | Homeroom
8:00 AM | 8:45 AM | Math
8:45 AM | 9:30 AM | Hebrew
9:30 AM | 10:15 AM | Science
10:15 AM | 11:00 AM | Music / Art
11:00 AM | 11:45 AM | Language Arts
11:45 AM | 12:30 PM | Lunch - Speaker's Bureau
12:30 PM | 12:45 PM | Recess
12:45 PM | 1:30 PM | Social Studies
1:30PM | 2:15PM | PE
2:15PM | 2:45PM | Kabbalat Shabbat
2:45PM | 3:00 PM | Homeroom

** Trimester 2: Social St (M) moves to (Tu) at 8:00 Tuesday, Drama at 10:30 Monday
** Sr. Projects - TL & T3
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AJA 8" GRADE LITERATURE AND WRITING
Mr. Hines

As you know, literature analysis is a foundatioglaeiment for the genesis of critical thinking among
adolescents and writing remains the most prevahmans for expression of ideas and opinions.
Thus, building upon the skills and knowledge acephiduring their 8 and " grade years,"™8grade
Language Arts students are challenged to connktttadlthey have learned in order to construct
insightful and compelling essay" grade Language Arts students will explore literatisom all
angles ranging from character analysis to thematigcpretation and will draw concrete connections
between issues from the novels to those relevaitiein own lives. This final middle school year
stresses that students not only make prudent esserbut that they also support them cogently to
create fully developed, formidable essays.

Units:
- Grammar/Writing Mechanics — punctuation and sentence structure are restbia a

means to create clear, concise and effective sesteand paragraphs

Vocabulary — emphasizing and modeling vocabulary expanssahefoundation for

providing depth in students’ writing as well as &barifying meaning

Reading— analysis begins with the core summer literatung with selected short stories so

students can review basic elements (such as pkg,lclimax, denouement) and develop

some thematic understanding before they move fahiveio core literature to address more

difficult themes and symbols. Consistent analysigourring themes and shared character

attributes are also emphasized to provide studeithsa framework for dissecting all

literature

Writing — understanding the fundamental elements andi6dpproach to constructing

effective persuasive paragraphs and/or essays

Core Literature:
The Outsiders
Farenheit 451
Short Stories
Animal Farm
To Kill a Mockingbird
Maus
The Crucible

Grammar/Language Resources:
Write Source 2000
Great Source Skills Book

Materials:
Students are required to bring the following maierto class each day:
* Student Planner/Assignment Book
* Writing Instrument
» Notebook
» Writing Journal
Eighth Grade Curriculum Guide
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Grading:
Grades will be weighted as follows and will be eateinto Renweb:

Class work 15%
Homework 15%
Quizzes 20%
Tests/Essays/Projects 50%

Returned Work:

Graded assignments should be kept in their bindar @ separate folder. This will give them study
materials to use in preparation for tests and esgagsts and quizzes and other major assessments
will be returned to students in their Monday Takent¢ Folders.

AJA 8™ GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES
Mr. Webber

This year, our focus will be on the history of theited States from the colonial period of the
country until the end of Reconstruction in 1877.

Units
- New Empires in the Americas

The English Colonies

Conflicts with Europe

The American Revolution

Forming a Government

Responsibilities as a Citizen and the Constitution

Expanding the Nation

Industrial Growth

The War Between the States

Lincoln’s Assassination and Reconstruction

Materials
Students are required to bring the following maiterto class each day:

Student Planner/Assignment Book
Writing Instrument

Notebook
Grading
Grades will be weighted as follows and will be eateinto Renweb.
Class work 15%
Homework 15%
Journals 15%
Quizzes 15%
Tests/Essays/Projects 40%
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Returned Work

Graded assignments should be kept in the studeinider or in a separate folder. This will give
them study materials to use in preparation fostéBests and quizzes and other major assessments
will be returned to students in their Monday Takent¢ Folders.

ALGEBRA | - High School credit course
Mr. Castro

This course will examine solving simple equationthwne and two variables, graphing functions,
solving quadratic and higher degree equations,alsas introducing students to how technology
can be used as an Algebraic tool. A mastery ofadfmns with fractions and decimals, operations
with positive and negative numbers, as well asgmogkills from Pre-Algebra are a required
prerequisite for this course.

Units
Order of Operations - Quadratic Equations and Functions
Integers - Exponents and Exponential Equations
Solving one and two step equations - Radicals and Radical Functions
Ratios and Proportions - Rational Expressions and Equations
Direct and Indirect variation - Trigonometry
Linear Functions - Graphing
Solving systems of linear equation - Problem Solving

Materials

Students should bring the following supplies tsslaach day:
- Textbook for this course.
Math journal
Lined paper and graph paper.
Writing implements. Work done in neon, reflectiee fluorescent ink will not be

accepted.
Calculator

Grading

Grades will be based on the following percentagakuowns and will be entered into Renweb:
Homework 25%

(Homework may be problems from the book, workshewtactivities. Notebook checks
will also be included under homework. )

Quizzes 15%

(Quizzes will consist of mid-chapter quizzes, wgedtiallenge problems or short term
projects.)

Tests and Assessments 60%

(Tests will mainly be chapter tests but may alséobg-term projects or reports.)
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Homework Guidelines
Homework will be due the next time we meet unldbewise indicated by me. Your
homework should include the following:
Heading
Your full name (first and last) in the upper rigit#nd corner of your paper
Below that your class: Example Algebra or Alg
The assignment including, page number and questisked on the first line of your
paper.
Leaving off any one of the items above will resu#t 10 pt deduction from your grade for
that assignment (30 pts max).
Assignments
You must number and write down every problem apjtears in the book, if the
assignment is from the text book. (You do noteheovcopy word problems).
You must show all work required to complete thelybem.
Grading
Homework will be corrected the next class peribthmework will be initialed by Mr.
Castro at the beginning of class. Any student wheark is incomplete will only be eligible
for a maximum of 85% (see MS Handbook). Studenistroorrect the work and answer for
each problem missed. Homework will be graded mliog to the following criteria:
100% All problems are correct. All work is correc
75% Some missed problems were not corrected.
50% Homework is incomplete and many missed problwere not corrected.
25% Homework is either mostly incomplete or garty of the missed problems were
not corrected.

Challenge Problems

Challenge Problems are problems which students &ygpeximately one week to finish.
Challenge Problems will require the use of diffén@mblem solving strategies and applications
of concepts from class. Students should turn@inallenge Problem Write-Up which includes a
detailed explanation of their answer and how thelyed at it. It is essential that students start
their Challenge Problems early so that they cak belp if needed.

Extensions

If a student needs more time to correct missedlgnad during class, he or she can obtain Mr.
Castro’s signature. This will allow students tereot work at home and turn it in for no late
penalty.

Notes/Warm-ups

Students are expected to have a section in thailebidedicated to class notes and warm-up
problems. A student may wish to use a separateldgmund notebook instead. Each day’s
warm-up problems or notes should be dated andikegbironological order. Warm-ups and
notes will be checked periodically and graded atiogty.
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Returned Work
Students should keep all corrected and returnecelvamk assignments, quizzes, and tests in a
section in their binder or in a separate folder.

MS PHYSICAL SCIENCE
Mr. Castro

Taking place in the Becker Science Center at Auktimish Academy, this course will examine
different aspects of the physical sciences sudiea#ton’s laws of motion, Forces, Work and
Simple Machines and Energy. Students will useSitientific Method to pose questions, design
experiments, collect data, analyze the resultsdaag conclusions. Investigations, laboratory
experiments, and demonstrations will be an intggaal of exploring, understanding, and
appreciating the world around us.

Units
- Atoms and Molecules

Chemical Reactions

Forces and Motion

Work and Simple Machines

Energy

Buoyancy

Flight

Rube Goldberg Machines

Student Expectations
Students are expected to follow the same guideforeall classes and also must:
1) Abide by all safety guidelines at all times.

Materials
Students should bring the following supplies tsslaach day:
- Textbook or handouts for this course.
Science notebooks.
Paper and writing implements. Work done in neefiective, or fluorescent ink will not
be accepted.
All work to be turned in.

Grading
Grades will be based on these percentage breakdamvehwill be entered into Renweb:
Homework, Quizzes and Notebooks 50%

(Homework can be problems from the book, worksheetslassroom based activities.
Quizzes may consist of vocabulary quizzes or qoestbased on the previous night's
reading but can also be short term projects orsigations.)

Assessments 50%

(Assessments will consist of unit exams, laboravemye-ups, or projects/presentations.)
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Homework Criteria

Homework assignments, unless otherwise indicatédbg/due the day after it is assigned.
Students are expected to come to class with tloarelivork completed by the start of class.
Failure to do so will result in partial credit fibvat assignment. Students should write their name,
class, and date in the upper right hand cornenef paper. The assignment should be written
on the first line of their paper, including a pagenber and the questions assigned if applicable.

Science Notebooks

Students are expected keep a science notebooknotéeook will be used for class notes,
brainstorming, journal entries, vocabulary listsd &lassroom handouts. A student may wish to
use a separate spiral bound notebook instead ioflaerb Each day’s entries or notes should be
dated and kept in chronological order.

Absent Work

You will be given a number of days equal to the banof days missed to make up missed work
after an excused absence. After that, assignmelhise considered late and marked off
accordingly. If more time is needed, it is uphe students to ask for an extension prior to the
day the homework is due. Students should writ&BRT at the top of their assignment and
turn it in to the Absent/Late Box for their class full credit.

Late Work

Work, which is turned in after the due date, wéldounted as late. Papers, which do not have
the proper heading or are illegibly written, wi# Imarked off as well. Assignments which are
late will receive a 15% reduction in grade per dpyto a maximum of 50% off. Students should
turn in all late work into the Absent/Late Box their class.

Returned Work
Students should keep all corrected and returnecelvamk assignments, quizzes, and tests in a
section in their binder or in a separate folder.

AJA HEALTH —HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT COURSE
Mr. Castro

Students in Health will learn how better to takeegaf themselves, both emotionally and
physically. This course will cover many of theuss which arise in the life of an adolescent, as
well as help students make quality, informed deaisiin a world full of options and challenges.

Materials

All eighth graders will usélealth published by Prentice Hall. Supplemental malefram
outside sources will also be used. In additionyappate speakers and videos will be brought in
and used in a supplemental fashion whenever pessibl
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Health Units of Study

Physical Health/Physical Fitness - Drug/Alcohol/Tobacco Abuse
Nutrition - Reproduction
Eating Disorders - Relationships and Responsibilities
Mental/Emotional Health - Abuse/Violence Prevention
Self-Esteem - Infectious/Non-infectious Diseases
Grief

Grading

Grades will be based on the following percentagakadowns and will be entered into Renweb:
Homework and Quizzes 50%
Exams 50%

AJA 8" GRADE JUDAICS
Rabbi Kirzner

Chagim/Holidays
By applying critical thinking, students will expthe place that observanceQifagim(Holidays)
can have in different lifestyles. This will intege with our discussion of Comparative Judaism.

TaNaK

Students will be studyinBarashat HaShavuafWeekly Torah Portion) this year. We will reactlea
Parasha(Torah Portion) in depth with a view toward eatiident conducting d’'var Torah

(literally, a word of Torah; a teaching) based tass and independent study.

Rabbinics
Students will focus on Jewish Ethics as we reaklei Avot(Sayings of the Fathers) in class.
Readings will be conducted in both Hebrew and Ehgli

Jewish History
The students’ major focus will be Jewish life in Anta. As their area of study in general history is
American history, this affords us a wonderful odpoity to integrate both classes.

Tefillah

The goal inTefillah (prayer) is to continue to develop their levetofnfort and proficiencyevalh
and their understanding and feel of and for theiskewode of prayer. Students will attend a twice
weekly Torah service at which they will have theoriunities to lead the service, read from the
Torah and function as th&abai (“Stage Manager”).

Jewish Living

Students will have the opportunity to conduct agtaf Comparative Judaism and Comparative
Religion. In this context they will be using a neaurse,Through the Jewish Lenahich will

allow them to learn both critical and artistic &kih photography. They will study photographs
reflecting Jewish culture around the world and galas found in Jewish texts. Their hands-on
camera opportunity will be to develop a photograpiioject based on their study of Comparative
Judaism.
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Senior Project

Senior Projects this year reflect the fusion oVmerlearning with core Jewish values. The coisse
divided into two distinct sections. In the firgtiffiester, students select a global issue and its
corresponding Jewish core values as representaddmal community service organization. They
will research these topics and the associated @@t by applying the research skills they
acquire. The first Trimester is designed to emideathe discovery of values both global and Jewish
as well as the process of writing the researchpapkee topics and organization will be approved in
consultation with the panel of teachers condudiivegsenior project, Rabbi Kirzner, Mr. Hines and
Ms. Gibson. Furthermore, while the organizatiosytbhoose should offer some opportunity for
service on the part of the student, such partimpas not mandatory. In the third Trimester, the
focus shifts to a practical presentation. Studesitavork on a graphic/media display of the work
they did in the first Trimester and will be showedsnd presented to the entire school body.

Homework

Homework may be assigned on any day and shouldittervdown in the students’ assignment
notebook. Assignments will primarily deal with reaal studied in class. Additionally assignments
may involve reading at home and opportunities olependent research. Homework assignments
will be considered late if not submitted on the daé&e and will be graded according to the MS
Handbook. Homework assignments and grades witlds¢ed on Renweb. | encourage parents to
review their child’s work and to contact me withyaquestions.

AJA MS HEBREW A
Rabbi Brody

In Hebrew A, instruction will focus on the buildimgnd expansion of Hebrew vocabulary and
colloquial expressions, as well as the developroéfitndamental language skills. The students will
play many games to review and practice the new svandl phrases that we will be studying each
week. They will also create their own short stetising terms learned during the week to reinforce
their learning.

Participation in class is vital. This is where #tedents will practice their auditory and
conversational skills. Students are expected taltheir Hebrew class materials every day to class.

Homework will be a review of what was covered ia thassroom. Please note that homework will
be given most days during the school week. Inmaéarn a language well, it must be reviewed
more than once a day. Practice at home will stremgthe students’ Hebrew.

AJA MS HEBREW B
Mrs. Shieber

The goal of Hebrew B is to help students consadicgkills with progressively higher levels of
mastery and fluency in speaking, listening, readamgl writing. We will be speaking and using
Hebrew in class whenever possible. We will workwatvariety of materials from both educational
and natural language sources including texts, weds, stories, music, websites, videos,
newspapers, etc. We want to build student comfonieigotiating real-life Israeli Hebrew.
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Hebrew B emphasizes a more systematic study ofrgearto build the foundation for life-long

study. In reading and writing we present longer anmile sophisticated assignments; for example,
writing a paragraph rather than a sentence, ansgvguiestions in Hebrew about a reading passage,
etc. The class is very interactive with work inrgand small groups, lots of conversational drills,
learning games, dramatic interpretation, etc.

AJA MS HEBREW C
Mrs. Ruiz

Students will strengthen their listening, speakiregding and writing skills so they can become
fluent. Our curriculumChaverim B'ivrit is highly acclaimed and used widely across North
America. The program is based on the communicatpproach which is guided by three aspects:

Psycholinguistic, the knowledge acquired througtiieng an additional language
Educational, focuses on the child’s world
Social- Cultural, special attention is given to ttural background of Jewish children

To meet our children’s needs, and in accord withdifferentiation philosophy, we will also
supplement this curriculum with teacher generatatenals.

Homework may be assigned on any weekday (excepiridays), and as needed; please remind
your child to check his/her Hebrew Red (To Do!B)der daily. Homework will always be a review
of what was taught in class and therefore, youddhould be able to do it independently. If tigat i
not the case, please return the assignment witlord sote letting me know that your child needed
some support.

Graded work will be sent home on Mondays in thednaittal envelope. Please review all work and
let us know if you have any questions. Studemnadgs will be posted on Renweb.

AJA MS HEBREW D
Mrs. Gubani

In Hebrew classes, we will use different typesexts and genres to enrich our vocabulary and to be
able to express ourselves fluently and coherentignareading, writing, listening and speaking.

The following topics will be addressed:

appropriate definition of words - punctuation

opposites - fitting a text with its appropriate title
synonyms - creative/expressive writing

The main idea in text or paragraph - Literary analysis of poetry

chain of events - parts of speech

completing sentences - direct and indirect speech

noticing details in text - sorting by categories

following instructions carefully - idioms and phrases

sayings and their meaning - cause and effect

parables/fables and their moral - working with a dictionary
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AJA 8" GRADE FINE ARTS
Mrs. Kaye

In 8" Grade the students will have an opportunity tdcbai their artistic and musical skills
while intertwining the two. They will learn more\ahced songs on the keyboards and bar
instruments (i.e. xylophone), as well as work onals with melody lines and chords. They will
sing more complex songs and learn to create hamaorfihey will explore new artists and styles
and learn important techniques such as shadingppions, and vanishing points. They will
create projects based on world cultures and a@rtistivements using a variety of media.

AJA 8" GRADE LIBRARY
Mrs. Gibson

This year, sixth through eighth grade students @dtth have at least one trimester of library
class. Eighth grade library classes will be closdigned with student work on individual final
projects. Eighth grade students will have librdgass scheduled in both the first and third
trimester.

In library class, middle school students will depetesearch skills that will be vital as they
continue on in high school, college and beyondd&tis will receive lessons in research
strategies, using both print and electronic reseairAs much as possible, this will be tied in with
ongoing grade research projects. And as alwaysjlm&thool students will be encouraged to
explore the library’s growing young adult fictioncdanon-fiction book collection.

AJA 8" GRADE TECHNOLOGY
Ms. Rosen

“To live, learn, and work successfully in an ingegly complex and information-rich society,
students must be able to use technology effectively

At AJA, our goal is that technology will enable gémts to become:
- Capable information technology users
Information seekers, analyzers, and evaluators
Problem solvers and decision makers
Creative and effective users of productivity tools
Communicators, collaborators, publishers, and precu
Informed, responsible, and contributing citizens

To ensure that this occurs, AJA uses the newly tgad@/2007) National Educational

Technology Standards for Students (NETSeS), whaohlize accessed at the following site:
http://www.iste.org/Content/NavigationMenu/NETS/Btudents/2007Standards/NETS for Students 2007.htm

Technology will be integrated into the other cuiter areas when appropriate.

8™ Graders will obtain Austin ISD credit for MiddleSool keyboarding — this includes
keyboarding a minimum of 30 wpm, formatting lettegeports, and title pages
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AJA 8" GRADE PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Coach Bull

Austin Jewish Academy’s physical education curuculprovides a comprehensive program
from kindergarten through"8grade, with a strong emphasis on movement devedopraport
specific skills, teamwork and promoting a physigalttive lifestyle.

The prlmary objectives are:
To instill a joy for physical fitness in each chtliat will be continued throughout their
life
To develop coordination, strength, flexibility, aeddurance
To provide opportunities for leadership, sportsrhigmsand team building
To develop the skills used in many different indival and team sports
To develop a sense of fair play and cooperatiarhildren and the ability to work in
groups
To provide opportunities for integration of P.Ethwother subject areas
To provide students with the necessary skills @ ghem the opportunity to participate
in AJA athletics

The Physical Education Program is designed to theebeeds of all students. Sportsmanship,
cooperation, teamwork, listening skills, safetysibanovement, rhythmic movement, and
creative movement will be emphasized. We hope gbildren will come home to tell you and
show you they have been doing in P.E.

Some of the activities your children will be expdse are: ball handling skills, perceptual motor
skills, fitness activities, fithess and nutritioraincepts, soccer, football, basketball, tennif, go
volleyball, and track and field.

Sample Expectations for 8 Grade

The Student will be able to:
Improve and track their progress through fitnesing and games.
Properly warm up and stretch.
Demonstrate efficient skills and understandingutés, in each of the different sports
practiced in class.
Be physically active at home and understand thg term affect of physical activity
Match different types of physical activity with Hmarelated fithess components

By stressing the joy and rewards of physical afgtiliehaviors can be developed that last a
lifetime. The majority of activities for thé"8yraders are designed to work in teams and promote
their physical fithess and develop their knowledgd skills used in many different sports.
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8" GRADE DRAMA
Mrs. Stavchansky

Introduction

Eighth grade students will meet once a week fomarduring the third trimester. In this class,
students will examine multiple roles of the theatriest (actor, director, designer, and dramaturg)
through the study and performance of text. Stuglesit develop skills in script analysis, vocal
projection, and theatrical design. This course ilminate in a sharing of student performance
work of scripted scenes. Parents are invitedtemdtthis sharing of student work at the end of
the trimester.

Units
Actors’ Tools in Scene Work: Character, Relatiopskbjective, Where
Script Analysis
Design: Bringing visuals to a text

Grading
Grades will be based on daily participation, homewand in-class assessments.

Musical

Eighth grade students are also eligible to pamigipn AJA’s after school musical. Auditions

are coming the first week of November, and the pldlybe performed March 16. Rehearsals
are twice a week 3:45-5:00pm, days TBA. All instegl students who sign up are guaranteed a
role, although auditions will determine role plaaa This year students who are interested in
technical theater will have the opportunity to signfor a weekly tech crew session after school
during one of the rehearsal days. Although the lids not yet been announced, hints are being
offered to the students. Keep your ears operhiahnouncement.

AJA Diverse Learner Program
Esther Rosner-Sokoloff

The Diverse Learner Program provides support td"K@de students in three primary areas.
The first includes children who have a demonstré&aching need and require either a
modification or an accommaodation in order to sustidlyy engage the curriculum. Students
attend on a regular basis until such time as thpat is no longer necessary to be successful in
the classroom. Parents are involved in the decisidrave their child receive this support and
are provided with regular updates as to their &hibdogress.

The second component of the Diverse Learner progmaatves supporting our English
Language Learners (ELL). These students, for whogligh is a second or subsequent
language, receive support in English language atan that allows them to move towards
integration into an English-speaking school envinent. Studies have shown that immersion is
a very powerful approach for second language dewedmt. At AJA, ELL students have the
benefit of both immersion as well as individualsanall group instruction.
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The third component of the Diverse Learner progiamlves serving our Advanced Learner.
This piece has been designed to meet the needidldifern who need more enrichment than what
is being provided in the classroom. The goal efAldvanced Learner Program is to create
challenges for these students in their area(9)tefest through acceleration or enrichment.
Students have the opportunity to extend the prejgéonhe in the Learning Lab to their own home
and classroom when time allows. Homework maybeigdeal in place of class assignments.

The learning lab teacher will also work very clgseith other teachers and specialists to support
the specific student’s needs. Usually the leartabgeacher will work with small groups.
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