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The Kindergarten Team

The best way to reach any teacher is through envail may also leave a message for a teacher
by calling 512-735-8350.

Faculty bios are located on the AJA website — wwatiajewishacademy.org

Karen Chanon, KA @neral Studies
karen.chanon@austinjewishacademy.org

Aileen Duncan, KB @neral Studies
aileen.duncan@austinjewishacademy.org

Kathy Rosenmann, KC éheral Studies
kathy.rosenmann@austinjewishacademy.org

Orli Gubani,Hebrew and Judaics
orli.gubani@austinjewishacademy.org

Sara KayeArt & Music
sara.kaye@austinjewishacademy.org

Anna Bull,PE
anna.bull@austinjewishacademy.org

Claudia Gibsonl.ibrarian
claudia.gibson@austinjewishacademy.org

Michele RosenTechnology
michele.rosen@austinjewishacademy.org

Rachael Stavchansky, Drama
rachael.stavchansky@austinjewishacademy.org

Esther Rosner Sokoloff,earning Lab Specialist
esther.rosner@austinjewishacademy.org
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Welcome to Kindergarten!
ABC's of Kindergarten

A

If your child isAbsent, please contact the office and let them kf&)735-8350.Attendance

is so important! If possible, try to plan famutgcations during our scheduled breaks. It is hard
for your child to make up work missed in kindergarsince most work is oral, hands-on and
done in class.

Once a week, the kindergartners will h@u# and Music with Mrs. Kaye. Students will have an
opportunity to learn basic artistic and musicallskvhile intertwining the two. They will learn
how to play rhythm and bar instruments (i.e. xylopés and glockenspiels) through the Orff
technique. They will learn the instruments thakenap an orchestra and study dynamics and
tempo. They will explore the lives of importanassical composers and listen to their music.
They will also be singing and dancing to Jewish igjuss well as modern Israeli music. They
will study famous artists and create thoughtfuli@cts using a variety of media in the artist’s
style. Students will also have the opportunityteate art pieces based on Jewish holidays and
themes.

B

Birthdays are recognized during morning announcesnamd the class will celebrate by
recognizing the student throughout the day. Ohosks policy is that treats may not be brought
from home. Furthermore, please do not distribirthdbay invitations at school unless all of the
children are invited.

Book orders will be done through Scholastic On-littée will send home book order forms for
you and your child to look over each month. Bohlbs offer books at reduced prices. This
year Scholastic is offering your child a free b@very time you place an order online! To

order, go to the web address below and enter yass's personalized user name and password.
www.scholastic.com/bookclubs

Back-to-School Night on September 10th is a mutsi$ here that you will have the chance to
visit the classroom and learn all about our cutdoy classroom management system, daily
routines, and get all of your questions answered.

Your child will need to bring a normal siBackpack to school every day. It is important to
keep an extra set of clean clothes in the packse of accidents.
We will send home a folder on Mondays but pleaszklthe pack daily.
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C

Parent and teach@onferences will be held on September 23. Pareltitsign-up for
conferences at Back-to-School Night.

Communication is important! Feel free to contactwrenever you have a question, comment,
or concern.

You can find detailed information on kindergartearhing expectations a@lrriculum at the
following website:

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/teks/grade/Kindergaupdf

Included in this packet is a condensed, bullet&doli our curriculum.

D

Dismissal on Monday — Thursday is at 3:30 and oddyriat 3:00 by the ECP front door. If you
do not pick up your child by 3:40 on Monday — Thdayg or 3:10 on Friday, he/she will be
brought to the office to wait until you arrive.

We use a classroom management program called @oisg§aiscipline. This is a social and
emotional intelligence program that empowers beé#tlers and children. It will be explained in
detail on Back-to-School Night, September 10tlntérested, you can read more by visiting
www.consciousdiscipline.com.

TheDiverse Learner Program provides support to'kggade students in three primary areas.
The first includes children who have a demonstrégaching need and require either a
modification or an accommodation in order to susfidsy engage the curriculum. Students
attend on a regular basis until such time as thpa@t is no longer necessary to be successful in
the classroom. Parents are involved in the dectsidrave their child receive this support and
are provided with regular updates as to their ¢hipdlogress.

The second component of the Diverse Learner progmaatves supporting our English
Language Learners (ELL). These students, for whogligh is a second or subsequent
language, receive support in English language atan that allows them to move towards
integration into an English-speaking school envinent. Studies have shown that immersion is
a very powerful approach for second language dewedmt. At AJA, ELL students have the
benefit of both immersion as well as individualsanall group instruction.

The third component of the Diverse Learner prograrolves serving our Advanced Learner.
This piece has been designed to meet the needidldifenn who need more enrichment than what
is being provided in the classroom. The goal efAldvanced Learner Program is to create
challenges for these students in their area(9)tefest through acceleration or enrichment.
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Students have the opportunity to extend the prejgohe in the Learning Lab to their own home
and classroom when time allows. Homework maybeideal in place of class assignments.

The learning lab teacher will also work very clgseith other teachers and specialists to support
the specific student’s needs. Usually the leartabgeacher will work with small groups.

E

If your Emergency numbers or contact information changesalénform the office and your
child’s homeroom teacher in writing.

-

“Family Projects” are part of some thematic kindetgyaunits. These projects will be a craft or
activity to go along with our theme of study. Thedents are to work with their family to create
a unique project that reflects the children’s ustierding. Specific directions will be provided
for each assignment and the final project will Bplhyed. The purpose is to foster the
home/school connection with your child’s learning.

We have numerousield trips in kindergarten. Parent volunteers Wwélasked to drive. We will
notify you 2 weeks before an outing and requestedsi. These trips are a wonderful way to
extend our learning and your help is greatly appted. There is an insurance stipulation that
will be communicated by the administration.

Grade Level Field Trips
Pumpkin Patch
Grocery store visit
Post Office
Fire Station
Austin Nature Center
Build a Bear (Our mitzvah project is to earn mortegn make and donate bears to EMS)
Texas Memorial Museum
Zilker Botanical Gardens

Kindergarten will hav@@8Jlli class twice a week with Coach Bull. The chitdneust wear
sneakers on those days.

Austin Jewish Academy’s physical education curuculprovides a comprehensive program
from kindergarten through‘%rade, with a strong emphasis on movement devedapraport
specific skills, teamwork and promoting a physigalttive lifestyle.
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The primary objectives are:
- Tonstill a joy for physical fitness in each chtleht can be continued throughout their
life
To develop coordination, strength, flexibility, aeddurance
To provide opportunities for leadership, sportsrhgmsand team building
To develop basic motor skills that later can beduseandividual and team sports
To develop a sense of fair play and cooperatiarhiluren and the ability to work in
group

The Physical Education Program is designed to theateeds of all students. We will
emphasize sportsmanship, cooperation, teamwot&niigy skills, safety, basic movement,
rhythmic movement, and creative movement. We hape ghildren will come home to show
you and tell you what they have been doing in P.E.

Some of the activities students will be exposeih¢tude: ball handling skills, perceptual motor
skills, fitness activities, basic fithess conceptesnp Rope for Heart, Marathon for kids, and
teamwork promoting games.

Expectations for Kindergarten:

The Student will be able to:
Demonstrate basic body control, fundamental movesighs, strength, endurance, and
flexibility.
Exhibit awareness of personal and general spade wiaving in different directions
and at varying speeds.
Demonstrate a variety of relationships such ast,areler, beside, next to and in front
of.
Demonstrate loco-motor and non loco-motor movements
Distinguish between active and inactive lifestyles.
Follow all class rules meet behavior expectations.

By stressing the joy and rewards of physical afgtiliehaviors can be developed that last a life
time. The majority of activities for the Kindergamners are designed to have them work in teams,
promote their physical fithess, and develop thedusslls used in many different games and
sports.

H

Our class will be an active learning environmegarning is fun and engaging when children
are doing meaningfiiands-on activities.

Please let us know of any circumstances that ayimat child'sHealth. These could include
medication that may make him sleepy, lack of sleegieath in the family, etc. Also, please let

Kindergarten Curriculum Guide
Back to School Night 2009
Page 6



me know of any allergies your child might have,exsally food allergies. We do a substantial
amount of cooking to complement lessons and it diel helpful to know when we plan our
recipes.

Your extraHelp atHome is important! When time permits, please warklese readiness
skills:

full name

parents’ name

address

phone number

telephone number

birthday

tying shoes

For Homework, we require that your child be read todaninimum of ten minutes each night.
Along with that there will be family projects (ede Box) with most units of study. The second
half of the year we will begin to send home HomdwiReaders once a week, in addition to the
ten minutes of read aloud time.

Hebrew happens daily at AJA. All activities in Hebrewdadudaic classes will incorporate
Modern Hebrew. The children will be introduced he Hebrew alphabet and basic Hebrew
vocabulary.

The question to keep your child at home can bédfigut one, especially when decisions must
be made first thing in the morning. It is impottamowever, to keep your child home if he/she
feelsHll. This helps to make them more comfortable arevents others from becoming ill.
Children function more effectively in the classmo@hen they are healthy.

Because children learn to read by reading, they pésnty of opportunities to read
Independently. Sufficient time and appropriate mi@teare necessary to develop and
strengthen reading abilities. By giving the clelditime to read both at school and at home, we
can work together to provide a literature-rich eanment and a life-long love of reading.

J

One strategy that will be used to convey the dtaicept that print conveys meaning, is the
frequent use alournal writing. In our classes, the children watord their thoughts in a
variety of journals (science, reading responsehmatiter's workshop). In these journals, the
kindergartners combine their emerging writing skdlith their drawing skills. As the children
are exposed to a variety of phonics and readingrmpces, journal entries will move from
drawings and invented spellings to more conventiamiging.
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All of the students will have meaningful classro@ais to complete each day. These jobs
contribute to the functioning of the classroom #melhealth of the school family.

It is our goal to foster a love, not just for leiagy but a love of being Jewish.
The children will spend 45 minutes every day in i¢@band Judaics. We integrate Jewish
studies with our general studies as much as pessibl

Kindergarten Hebrew and Judaics classes will follbevJewish calendar. Students will hear and
discuss the Torah stories in each week’s porfRargshat Hashavuagnd become familiar with
the biblical characters. For the holidays we wahd stories, learn the rituals and sing many
songs!

In addition, we will learn prayers and the Kindetga class will have a ceremony caledma
Pillow Night in the spring that will involve the children anethparents.

K

Students in our classrooms are encouraged andtexipectreat all members of our learning
community withKindness and respect. We will notice and celebdaid acts throughout the
day.

The children go to thElilBialY once a week. They are introduced to theept of book
borrowing, including proper book care and respahgibThey learn about the parts of a book,
the difference between fiction and non-fiction, dmav to find and choose a book from the
library’s print collection. Children will be expadé¢o age and curriculum appropriate fiction and
non-fiction works through weekly read alouds arldtesl lesson activities. There is an emphasis
on exposing children to quality works of childrefiterature, including award winning books

and author studies. We also introduce studentot&saMrom our extensive Judaic collection
through readings of bible stories, folk tales, tiali themed books and fiction with Judaic
content. Kindergarten students may borrow one Wk the library for one week.

The children will practice reading and writing skiin IEiferacylcenters while we work with

small guided reading groups. The center activaiesdesigned to strengthen letter/sound
knowledge, listening skills, oral language expr@ssphonemic awareness, letter formation, and
cooperation.

The children will eafilliéh every day from 11:15am to 11:45am on Mond@iwrsdays;
12:15pm-12:45pm on Fridays. AJA observes the law&shrut (Jewish dietary laws). Please
no meat products!
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In addition to our teacher created curriculum, we addition=jjjjiilllal sources to enhance
units of study and skills. These include:
- Scott Foresman (Language Arts)

Fontes and Pinnell (Phonics Instruction)

Everyday Math

Math Expressions (Houghton Mifflin)

Science (Aims)

Social Studies is pulled from a variety of sources

Lucy Caulkins Writer's Workshop

Craft Plus Daily Writing Lessons

Handwriting Without Tears

The kindergarte {UlGtHEMaties curriculum provides students with mathtéral experiences that
help them develop number senses and a positiveddtiowards mathematics that will continue
throughout their school career and their lives. &fgloy a hands-on problem solving approach.

Every Monday, you will receive our grade level ¢lenic NEWSIEHer, the BeeHive This will

keep you informed about what is happening in kigdgen - skills we are learning, special

activities, and upcoming events. At times, teashall send a more detailed description of

activities specific to each class. Every Tuesday, will receive AJA’s community electronic
newsletter, the MaccaBEE.

O

One of the goals for elementary school childreieasning to become independent and
responsible citizens. There are ways that youhedm your child develop important
Organizational skills.

- Check your backpack each morning for the resrgssupplies (lunch, snack, any homework
or books that are due, folder if it is Monday).

- Keep homework readers in your backpack so tlzeyot get lost.

- Give yourself plenty of time to complete assigents and turn them in on time.
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P

Parental involvement in school activities makes ychitd feel important and sends the message
that you value school!

Keep in mind that the kindergartners will spendi@@utes every day on thi#ayground unless
it is raining. Check the weather daily and plelasip your child dress accordingly.

Q

Whenever you have@uestion, feel free to call us during our plannimgets which will be
given to you by your child’s teacher.

R

Report cards are sent electronically three timesaa.yThese reports reflect the progress your
child has made toward various kindergarten objestand uses a grading system that reflects the
developmental nature of kindergarten learning.

The class will create odrRules together the first week of school. By havimg students make
up the rules themselves, they feel a sense of @higein them and will be more likely to follow
them.

TheRoom parents' job is to be available to help co@idirparties and activities and to seek
volunteers for field trips and events. Being amguarent is a great way to be involved in your
child's school life. You may sign up at Back-tdaSal Night on September 10th.

We will start the year with a daily Rest time. Yahild will need a rest mat to begin the year
that will be kept in the hall outside the classrodiere is a lot of traffic in the kindergarten
hallway, so we find the nap mats tend to stay dedrkept in a bag and hung from a hook.

The most important thing you can do to promote anad success for your child iRead to
him/her every night.

S

Throughout your child’s time here at AJA they wgtogress through a curricul8cope and
Sequence. Essentially, starting in Kindergartea stiudents will spiral through the essential
knowledge and skills needed for an excellent edoicatThis will prepare them for their
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educational endeavors beyond AJA. If you are isteckin learning about the Kindergarten
TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills) visis ivebsite: www.tea.state.tx.us/teks

The focus of the kindergarté&tience curriculum is on developing an awarenessefvorld in
which we live. Through scientific inquiry, conceptill be presented in the life and earth
sciences, including the five senses, general heatimals, dinosaurs, plants, insects, and space.
These areas will be explored utilizing a literd@ged, hands-on approach.

Sharing is welcome in our class! We only ask thatchildren refrain from bringing in toys to
share. Please help your child choose objectsatiedispecial” to them - books, travel souvenirs,
rocks, shells, pictures, jewelry, etc. are all appiate things to bring in. If the object is friggi
we can help the child keep it safe by storing inondesk

Your child will need a HEALTHYSnack every day (no meat, please). These snackbewil
eaten mid-morning and should be easy for your dbilthanage and eat fairly quickly. Please
send the snack in a separate baggie so that tliecetn easily retrieve it from the backpack and
place it in our "snack basket" in the morning. Rember, our goal is to help the children
establish independence in their daily routines.aWter we can do to help the child better
manage these tasks independently will build setffidence!

The kindergarteisocial Studies curriculum focuses on the students and hew telate to others
in their classroom, families, school, and community

School Supplies will be provided by AJA.

Take a minute t- me about your child. Every year we ask yoe, parents, to send an email
or letter, telling about your child. It is extreméelpful if you include information such as fears
likes/dislikes, strengths, challenges, quirks, getithe idea. The more we know about your
child, the better we can meet his or her needs.

Bringing- to school is discouraged because they didtraathildren from learning. If a toy
is accidentally lost or broken, feelings will beriuStudents may bring on books that are clearly
marked with your child's name.

A Transmittal envelope will be sent home every Mondiays important that you check this
envelope every Monday, empty it, and return itlogy following Monday. We will send home
your child's work, as well as important classroard achool information in this envelope.

The kindergartners will visit the Ms. Rosen in fii@hnology lab twice a week. At AJA, our
goal is that technology will enable students todoee:

Capable information technology users
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Information seekers, analyzers, and evaluators
Problem solvers and decision makers

Creative and effective users of productivity tools
Communicators, collaborators, publishers, and precu
Informed, responsible, and contributing citizens

To ensure that this occurs, AJA uses the updat@@@8) National Educational Technology

Standards for Students (NETSeS), which can be aedest the following site:
http://www.iste.org/Content/NavigationMenu/NETS/Bardents/2007 Standards/NETS_for_Students_2007.htm.

Technology will be integrated into the other cuiter areas when appropriate.

Sample Kindergarten activities may include:
Categorizing colors, shapes, animals, etc. usiadPKi
Reading practice using programs such as starfall.co
Math games using programs such as kidport.com

U

Don't forget to pack an extra pairldhderwear and a seasonally appropriate change of
clothes...just in case

V

Volunteers in the classroom are welcome. We ailebefrom strong parental involvement. If
you are interested in helping out in the classagefill out the parent volunteer sheet that wall b
handed out on Back-to-School Night.

W

Studies show that drinking plenty of Water helps binain learn and retain information. The
students are encouraged to drink often throughwuday.
Please send a labeled water bottle that can beakephool for the week and refilled each day.

Our daily Writer's Workshop builds on what eachdlaiready knows. Writing begins with
scribbles and proceeds to lines and circles, ranstangs of letters, words and spaces and
eventually sentences. Your children will be encgathand praised for all attempts and
accomplishments in writing. Providing a risk-freeveonment is paramount to your child's
progress in writing. If possible, please provideiychild with writing tools, such as pencils,
crayons, markers and paper at home
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Kindergartners learn that they dfeleitra specidllarique.
Kindergartners have loads of opportunities to |leard describe how they are alike as well as
different from others.

Y

YOU are the most important teacher in your chilifes

L

ZZZZZZZZZZZZZ...sleep is VERY IMPORTANT for growingrains and bodies.
Setting and keeping a bedtime is a wonderful gift gan give to your child. It will help them
to be alert and ready to learn each day!
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Transitional Kindergarten Schedule

Mrs. Chanon’'s Homeroom

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs

7:45 AM 8:00 AM | Homeroom
8:00 AM 8:45 AM | General Studies
8:45 AM 9:30 AM | General Studies, Drama (M) second semester
9:30 AM 9:45 AM | General Studies
9:45 AM 10:30 AM | PE / Tech rotation (two days each tbd)
10:30 AM 11:15 AM | General Studies
11:15 AM 11:45 AM | Recess (Lunch on Thursday)
11:45 AM | 12:15PM | Lunch (Recess on Thursday)
12:15 PM 12:30 PM | General Studies
12:30 PM 1:15 PM | General Studies (M, Th), Library (Tu), Music/Art (W)
1.15 PM 2:00 PM | General Studies
2:00 PM 2:45 PM | Hebrew / Judaics
2:45 PM 3:30 PM | Centers
Friday
7:45 AM 8:00 AM | Homeroom
8:00 AM 9:30 AM | General Studies
9:30 AM 10:15 AM | Hebrew / Judaics
10:15 AM 11:00 AM | General Studies
11:00 AM 11:45 AM | Music/Art
11:45 AM 12:45 PM | Lunch / Recess
12:45 PM 2:15 PM | General Studies
2:15 PM 2:45 PM | Kabbalat Shabbat
2:45 PM 3:00 PM | Homeroom
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English Language Arts and Reading
In Kindergarten language arts this year, your chwdl:

Listening/Speaking
- Listen to information, rhymes, songs, conversatiansl stories
Listen and talk about experiences, customs, artdres!
Make announcements, give directions, and makeduottions
Act out plays, poems, and stories
Clearly request, retell and /or describe storiesexperiences
Listen responsively to contemporary and classitystad other text read aloud

Reading
- Recognize that print represents spoken language@neys meaning, such as their own

name

Recognize upper and lower cases in print and utatetthat print represents language

Manipulate sounds in spoken words (phonemic awasne

Decode simple words using letter-sound knowledge

Identify words that name person, places, or thiags, words that name actions

Learn new vocabulary words through selections etadd

Retell or act out important information and aslevaint questions

Writing
- Write their own name and each letter of the alphabe

Write messages using their knowledge of letterssanuohds

Record or dictate questions, ideas, stories

Write labels, notes, and captions for illustratigmsssessions, charts, and centers

Work independently in a writer’'s workshop

Write personal narratives

Revise

Use authors as mentors

Write non-fiction

Write poetry
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Mathematics
In Kindergarten mathematics, your child will learn:

Number Operation, and Quantitative Reasoning
Use words and numbers to describe relative sizebjetts
Describe position in a sequence of events
Name ordinal positions (first, second, etc.)
Separate a whole into equal parts
Explain half of a whole
Model addition and subtraction

Patterns, Relationships, and Algebraic Thinking
Identify, extend, and create patterns
Use patterns to predict what comes next
Count to 100 by ones

Geometry and Spatial Reasoning
Describe one object in relation to another usifigrmal language
Place objects in a give position
Describe and identify objects
Compare and sort objects
Describe and compare solids
Recognize shapes
Describe, identify and compare shapes

Measurement
Compare and order by length, capacity, or weight
Identify objects greater than, less than, or etpualgiven object
Compare temperatures
Compare times
Seqguence events
Read a calendar using days, weeks, and months

Probability and Statistics
Identify mathematics in everyday situations
Use problem-solving model with guidance
Select or develop an appropriate problem-solvirgfegy
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Science
In Kindergarten science, your child will learn:

Safety
Demonstrate safe science practices in the classapoifield
Use and conserve resources

SC|ent|f|c Inquiry and Critical Thinking
Use their senses and common tools such as hares)draances, cups, and bowls to make
observations
Collect information by asking questions, gatherimfgrmation, communicating findings,
and making informed decisions
Use computers and information technology toolsugpsrt their investigations

Patterns Systems, and Cycles
Describe patterns including seasons, growth, ddynaght, and predict what happens
next using charts and graphs
Learn how systems have basic properties that caledaibed in terms of parts, such as
those in toys, vehicles and construction sets
Understand structures, interactions, and procdssad in systems that, when put together,
can do things they cannot do by themselves

Change
Observe, describe and record changes in systerisscgnd models
Record changes in size, mass, color, position, tgyatime, temperature, sounds, and
movement by observing weather changes and lifeesyafl organisms in their natural
environment

Living Organisms and Non-Living Objects
Identify organisms and objects and their parts
Explore the basic needs of living organisms an@ gixamples of their dependence on
each other
Identify how the earth provided resources for life

Understanding the Natural World
Observe and describe properties of rocks, soilveater
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Social Studies
In Kindergarten social studies, your child will lea

History
Learn about patriotic holidays
Identify contributions of people, such as Georgeskifegton and Abraham Lincoln
Place events in chronological order

Geography
Locate and describe the relative location of places
Identify physical and human characteristics of etac

Economics
Identify basic human needs and explain how theybeamet
Identify jobs and why people have them

Government
Identify rules and reasons for having them
Identify authority figures

Citizenship
Identify U.S. and Texas Flags
Recite Pledge of Allegiance

Culture
Identify similarities and differences among people
Identify family and community customs

Science, Technology, and Society
Identify examples of technology and describe hosytimeet peoples’ needs

Social Studies Skills
- Obtain information from a variety of oral and vissaurces
Sequence and categorize information
Identify main ideas
Express ideas orally and visually
Use problem-solving and decision-making processes
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