
 

 

  
August 2, 2007                                                                                                                                           
18 Av 5767     
 
Dear AJA Community, 
 
It has been just nine days since my last letter, but I have much to report to you. The 
opening day of school (August 23 – noon dismissal) is just three weeks away! We are now 
focused on last-minute preparation in anticipation of the arrival of our wonderful students. 
 
STAFFING UPDATES 
I am happy to inform you that we have identified a wonderful Librarian who will join our 
faculty next year. Caroline Bailey comes highly recommended and will, no doubt, be a true 
asset to our school. I am certain you will enjoy her professionalism, warmth and passion 
for literature, research and children. 
 
Additionally, we are pleased to announce the appointment of Jeff Nelson to our 
Hebrew/Judaic faculty. Jeff is a delightful, enthusiastic new addition and we welcome him 
to Austin from Kansas City. Jeff was a dual major in Judaic Studies and Communications 
and has invested a great deal of time in continuing his education in Judaic studies. With his 
skill set, and with Orit Yehezkel-Ruiz’s passion and recent additional training in the TPR 
method (conversational/oral language emphasis), it seemed only natural and evident to 
everyone involved that Orit teach the 1st/2nd grade classes (where conversation and oral 
language development is the focus) and Jeff team with Mika Roffman to teach the 
3rd/4th/5th classes. Jeff will also be joining the middle school Beit Midrash teaching team. 
This staffing pattern clearly reflects the strengths and passion of each of the department’s 
faculty and we are confident that our students will be very well served next year with this 
exciting team.  
 
Sherri Samuels, our new Administrative Assistant, is really getting into the swing of things. 
Please stop by and introduce yourself to her when the school year begins. I know you will 
enjoy her warmth, big smile, great attitude and highly organized approach to everything. 
 
On a different note, just yesterday Gay Ellis resigned her position as Learning Lab 
Specialist to accept a position with Leander ISD as an ESL (English as a Second 
Language) teacher. We have already begun a search for a new Learning Lab Specialist. 
Although it is generally challenging to fill a position this late in the summer, we already 
have a few potential candidates and remain optimistic. We will keep you posted. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The following is an updated list of our AJA 2007-08 faculty:                                                                  
 
Kindergarten 

General Studies: Ail een Duncan; Kathy Rosenmann                                                                                  
Hebrew/Judaic Studies: Carol Rubin 

1st Grade 
General Studies: Sara Shansky 
Math: Sara Shansky/Candy Wellins                                                                                                           
Hebrew/Judaic Studies: Orit Yehezkel-Ruiz 

2nd Grade 
General Studies: Candy Wellins 
Math: Candy Wellins/Jeni Tubbs                                                                                                                            
Hebrew/Judaic Studies: Orit Yehezkel-Ruiz 

3rd Grade 
General Studies: Tanya Garza-Flores 
Math: Tanya Garza-Flores/Marni Osofsky                                                                                  
Hebrew/Judaic Studies: Mika Roffman / Jeff Nelson  

4th Grade 
General Studies: Marni Osofsky 
Math: Marni Osofsky/Tanya Garza-Flores                                                                                                
Hebrew/Judaic Studies: Mika Roffman /Jeff Nelson   

5th Grade 
General Studies: Mark Webber 
Math: Mark Webber 
Hebrew: Mika Roffman                                                                                                                                      
Judaic Studies: Jeff Nelson 

Middle School 
Literature: Ellen Johnson                                                                                                                   
Writing: Ellen Johnson /Nancy Drew                                                                                                         
History:  Mark Webber                                                                                                                                           
Math (5th-8th Grades): Jesse Castro (Algebra; Geometry),  
      Michele Rosen (Pre-Algebra), Pam Nicholas (6th),                                                                             
      Mark Webber  (5th)  
Science: Jesse Castro                                                                                                                             
Hebrew/Judaics (Beit Midrash): Sarah Miller  (Lead Teacher), Jeff Nelson,         
      Orit Yehezkel-Ruiz, Mika Roffman  

 
SPECIAL AREAS 
Art                              Loren Siegel 
Music                              Carol Rubin 
Drama                             Rachael Stavchansky 
Technology                  Michele Rosen 



PE                              Alyssa Wright 
Library                  Caroline Bailey 
Learning Lab                 Pending 
Content Mastery            Nancy Drew 
Guidance Counselor      Sandy Baran 
 
ASSISTANT 
Learning Lab       Zach Fiocca     
 
 
 
IMPORTANT DATES 
August                                                                                                                                                                                       
5-9        Jeni Tubbs and Sarah Miller CAJE Conference in St. Louis (off campus)                                          
10          New Faculty/Staff Orientation                                                                                                                            
12          AJA Summer Get-Together  (11:30AM-1:30PM @ the JCAA Pool)                                        
13-14     Faculty/Staff Retreat                                                                                                                                        
15-17     Pre-Service                                                                                                                                                         
20-22     Classroom Set-Up                                                                                                                                                    
22           Meet and Greet  (1:00-3:00PM)                                                                                                                      
23           Opening Day (8:00AM-12:00PM) ( noon dismissal)  
                                                                                                           
September                                                                                                                                                                       
3             Labor Day (closed)                                                                                                                                               
12           Erev Rosh Hashanah (noon dismissal)                                                                                                        
13-14      Rosh Hashanah  (closed)                                                                                                                                       
19           Back-to-School Night  (adult only evening; no students, please)                                              
21           Erev Yom Kippur  (noon dismissal)                                                                                                                   
22           Yom Kippur  (Saturday)                                                                                                                               
27-28      Sukkot  (closed)   
 
October                                                                                                                                                                                
4-5          Shemini Atzeret/Simchat Torah (closed)                                                                                                        
18            Parent Conferences  1-5PM  (noon dismissal) 
 
Please note the updated professional development day schedule. This change from 
Wednesdays to Thursdays will allow AJA to occasionally participate in community-wide 
opportunities through the JCAA in collaboration with our religious school colleagues: 
     October 18 (originally October 17) – parent conferences 
     November 15 (originally November 14) 
     January 7 (unchanged) 
     February 21 (originally February 20) 
     May 15 (originally March 12) 



 
 
NEW FRIDAY SCHEDULE 
As is the practice in most Jewish day schools, we will dismiss early on Fridays effective 
the 2007-08 school year. Friday dismissal is now at 3:00PM. Monday through Thursday 
dismissal remains at 3:30PM. JCAA Kids Connection is operational at 3:00PM on Fridays 
to accept our students.  
 
 
WEBSITE/COMMUNICATION NEWS 
Our AJA website is being updated with new information and a new format. Thank you to 
Neena Husid and Pam Nicholas for working on this project. Additionally, we are in the 
process of creating grade-level websites that will consolidate all information for each 
grade-level. We thank Michele Rosen for her hours of work on this project throughout the 
summer. Finally, our weekly bulletin, The Blue Page, will have a new look and a new 
name for the 2007-08 school year. We will be scheduling a parent session to offer guidance 
in navigating the new site.  
 
 
OUTREACH 
I have had a wonderful opportunity this summer to meet, on an individual basis, with many 
of our Austin area clergy and agency leaders. It has been an absolutely delightful 
experience for me. I have been warmly greeted by everyone and quickly discovered that we 
are in a community eager to work together towards a shared vision of creating a vibrant 
Jewish community with broad-based opportunities for all constituent groups. This is an 
exciting time to have joined the Austin Jewish community and I am very grateful for the 
opportunity I now have before me to contribute to its growth and development. I look 
forward to meeting with the remaining clergy and agency leadership in the very near 
future. 
 
 
Wishing each of you an enjoyable and safe remainder of the summer vacation… 
 
 
Kol Tuv, 
 
 
 
Bernice S. Tabak 
Head of School 
 
 
 



*********************************************************************** 
 
IMPORTANT NEWS  
There is a massive recall of nearly 1,000,000 US-sold Fisher-Price toys containing lead 
paint made in China. They are mostly Sesame Street and Dora products. If you go to 
www.mattel.com and follow the recall link near the bottom of the page, you can go through 
a list of all products. The web site is a bit slow because, presumably, there are many people 
checking on their products. 

http://www.mattel.com/

